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Barbara J. Ryan

GEOSPATIAL WILL CONTINUE 
BENEFITTING OUR WORLD

F
irst, and most importantly, each of us on the Policy Watch 
team hope that you had a healthy and happy holiday 
season. Welcome to 2021, and let’s hope that this year 
continues to experience the benefits that the geospatial 
industry brings to improving public health, the environment 

and our respective economies. 

Before we highlight some of the programs, plans, and policies in 
this issue of Policy Watch, I would like to draw your attention to a 

deadline that is fast approaching (January 17, 2021) for grant applications from startups 
working in the area of GEOINT (see page 14). The U.S. National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency Accelerator Program in St. Louis, Missouri is designed to fund, mentor, and 
accelerate growth on next generation geospatial-intelligence technologies. With less 
than a week left, we wanted you to see this as soon as possible.

Elsewhere in the issue, you will find advances in Artificial Intelligence in the European 
Union, albeit for curbing AI, and in the state of Uttar Pradesh, India for a beneficiary 
database. In Cybersecurity, the European Union has issued a Cybersecurity Strategy 
to shape its digital future; and in the U.S., the 2021 National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) contains one of the largest pieces of cybersecurity legislation to date. In Data 
Privacy, India has approved a policy for data protection, and in the U.S., the Federal Trade 
Commission issued an order directed at Facebook, WhatsApp, Snap, Twitter, YouTube, 
ByteDance, Twitch, Reddit and Discord to share a considerable amount of user infor-
mation (see page 12). As industry models have shifted from supporting users’ activities, 
to monetizing them, FTC is interested in looking closely at social media and video 
streaming engines.

In the Space sector, the Indian Space Research Organisation announced a broad range 
of goals with a major focus on research and development for the next decade, including 
reusable and heavy-left launchers, advanced propulsion, and fostering private Space 
activities; Japan’s Sumitomo Forest Company and Kyoto University announced the 
launch of the world’s first wood-based satellite to help combat the issue of Space debris; 
and in the U.S., a new National Space Policy recognizes the significance of the rapidly 
growing Space industry, including direction for all Space activities. India, Pakistan and 
the U.S. have all announced additional efforts for Unmanned Aerial Vehicles – in India, 
for more accurate application of pesticides; in Pakistan (in partnership with China and 
Turkey) to develop its first drone policy; and in the U.S., the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion announced final rules for UAVs requiring Remote Identification and allowing opera-
tors of small drones to fly in populated areas and at night under certain conditions.

Lastly, two special initiatives are described – one in India with the adoption of a GIS-en-
abled database of industrial areas; and one in the U.K. where the National Archives has 
adopted a geospatial data license as a public sector standard. The Data Exploration 
License allows access to data from all the Geospatial Commission partner organizations.

Please join us in reviewing each of these advances.

F O R E W O R D

Editor, Policy Watch

https://wgicouncil.org/
http://www.wgic.com
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In December, the European Union’s top civil rights watchdog raised concerns 
over the increased use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and automated systems. 
In a report published by the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 
(FRA), the watchdog warned that the use of AI in medicine, targeted advertising 
and predictive polling could pose a threat to civil rights. 

The report was part of the FRA’s project on Artificial Intelligence and Big Data, 
based on over 100 interviews with public and private organizations already 
using AI. FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty was quoted as saying, “AI is not 
infallible, it is made by people – and humans can make mistakes. That is why 
people need to be aware when AI is used, how it works and how to challenge 
automated decisions.”

In the report, the FRA’s full list of recommendations calls on EU countries to:

• Make sure that AI respects all fundamental rights;

• Guarantee that people can challenge decisions taken by AI;

• Assess AI before and during its use to reduce negative impacts;

• Provide more guidance on data protection rules;

• Assess whether AI discriminates; and

• Create an effective oversight system. 

Critics warn that the use of automated systems, in particular automated facial 
recognition technology, impinge on civil rights and privacy.

WATCHDOG CALLS ON  
NATIONS TO CURB AI USE

EU
RO

PE
AN

 U
NIO

N

A I

https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/pr-2020-artificial-intelligence_en.pdf
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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In order to ensure that the benefits of government welfare schemes reach those 
who are in need, Uttar Pradesh, India’s largest State, has prepared a common 
beneficiary database of citizens who, based on their family profile, are eligible 
for these schemes. “This Artificial Intelligence-based database will help the 
government to target citizens with all the schemes they are suited for and 
avoid duplication of efforts in the way of approaching separately for different 
schemes,” Alok Kumar, Additional Chief Secretary, IT, Uttar Pradesh, was quoted 
as saying.

Kumar also informed about the use of AI by the Department of Prisons. Jarvis, 
an AI-enabled video surveillance platform, has been deployed in seventy 
prisons, which will keep a watch on prison activities, movements, frisking, etc. 
to report any violations or aberrations. The State has also partnered with the 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur to set up a center of excellence for AI 
startups. This collaboration is under the new startup policy of the State.

IND
IA

AI-BASED DATABASE FOR 
WELFARE SCHEMES

ALOK KUMAR
Additional Chief Secretary, IT, Uttar Pradesh

This Artificial Intelligence-based database will help the 
government to target citizens with all the schemes they 
are suited for and avoid duplication of efforts in the way of 
approaching separately for different schemes

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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On December 16th, the European Commission and the High Representative of 
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security, presented a new EU Cybersecurity 
Strategy to “shape Europe’s digital future”. According to reports, the Strategy is 
aimed at bolstering Europe’s collective resilience against cyber threats, and help 
ensure that all citizens and businesses can fully benefit from trustworthy and 
reliable services and digital tools. 

The new Strategy also allows the EU to 
exert additional leadership on interna-
tional norms and standards in cyber-
space, and to strengthen cooperation 
with partners around the world – with 
the intent to promote a global, open, 
stable and secure cyberspace, grounded 
in the rule of law, human rights, funda-
mental freedoms and democratic values.

The Commission is proposing to 
address both cyber and physical resil-
ience of critical entities and networks 
with a directive on measures for a high 
common level of cybersecurity across 
the Union (Revised Directive on Security 
of Network and Information Systems), 
and a new directive on the resilience 
of critical entities. These two directives 
cover a wide range of sectors, and aim to address current and future online and 
offline risks, from cyberattacks to crime or natural disasters.

NEW STRATEGY TO ‘SHAPE 
EUROPE’S DIGITAL FUTURE’
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C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y

The new strategy 
allows the EU 
to strengthen 

cooperation with 
partners around 

the world to 
promote a global, 
open, stable and 

secure cyberspace, 
grounded in the 

rule of law, human 
rights, fundamental 

freedoms and 
democratic values

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/eus-cybersecurity-strategy-digital-decade
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/eus-cybersecurity-strategy-digital-decade
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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NDAA TO INTRODUCE  
CYBER POLICY CHANGES
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The 2021 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) would bring in several 
military policy changes concerning cybersecurity and Artificial Intelligence — 
most notably elevating the Department of Defense’s Joint AI Center (JAIC).

Several pieces of AI legislation not specific to the Department of Defense (DOD) 
or JAIC are included in the bill as well. The AI Initiative Act and the National 
AI Research Resource Task Force Act would increase federal resources to 
AI research and coordination across government. The AI Initiative Act would 
create a new National Artificial Intelligence Initiative Office in the White House’s 
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) and another Federal Advisory 
Committee on AI.

The NDAA also contains one of the largest pieces of cybersecurity legislation 
to date. Many of the recommendations from the Cyberspace Solarium Commis-
sion, including creating a national cyber director position in the White House, 
made it into the final version of the bill. Other measures include giving more 
authority to the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) to 
conduct threat-hunting on federal networks, and to permit requesting additional 
data from internet service providers.

C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y

ANGUS KING
Senator, Maine

I believe it’s safe to say that this is the most important 
piece of cybersecurity legislation ever passed

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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Under the National Digital Health Mission, the Indian government has approved 
the health data management policy. The draft policy acts as a guidance 
document across the National Digital Health Ecosystem (NDHE). It also sets the 
standards for data privacy protection that should be followed across the country 
to ensure compliance with laws and regulations. 

The policy outlines that the data 
collected across the NDHE will be stored 
at the central, State or Union Territory 
and health-facility level through the 
principle of minimality at each point. The 
government issued a notice informing 
that the policy is to be read along with, 
and not in contradiction to, any law, 
or any instrument having the effect of 
any law together with the blueprint, the 
information security policy, the data 
retention and archival policy, and any 
other policy which may be issued for the 
implementation of the NDHE.

GOVT APPROVES POLICY 
FOR DATA PROTECTION

IND
IA

D A T A  P R I V A C Y

The policy outlines 
that the data 

collected across 
the NDHE will be 

stored at the central, 
State or Union 

Territory and health 
facility level through 

the principle of 
minimality at  

each point

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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In an order issued on December 14th, 
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
directed Facebook, WhatsApp, Snap, 
Twitter, YouTube, ByteDance, Twitch, 
Reddit and Discord to share a long list 
of information — including how many 
users these companies have, how 
active the users are, what the compa-
nies know about them, how they got 
that information, and what steps they 
take to continue to engage users. The 
Commission says it wants to better 
understand if, and how, the business 
models of these Internet giants influ-
ence what Americans hear and see, 
with whom they talk, and what infor-
mation they share, or how children and 
families are targeted and categorized. 

As concerns mount regarding the impact of the tech companies on Ameri-
cans’ privacy and behavior, the probe, FTC says, “will lift the hood on the social 
media and video streaming firms to carefully study their engines.”

“These digital products may have launched with the simple goal of connecting 
people or fostering creativity. But, in the decades, the industry model has 
shifted from supporting users’ activities to monetizing them. This transition 
has been fuelled by the industry’s increasing intrusion into our private lives. 
Several social media and video streaming companies have been able to 
exploit their user-surveillance capabilities to achieve such significant finan-
cial gains that they are now among the most profitable companies in the 
world,” FTC Commissioners Rebecca Slaughter, Christine Wilson and Rohit 
Chopra said in a statement.

FTC QUERY TO FB, TWITTER, 
WHATSAPP ON USER DATA
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As concerns 
mount regarding 
the impact of the 

tech companies on 
Americans’ privacy 
and behavior, the 
probe, FTC says, 
“will lift the hood 

on the social media 
and video streaming 

firms to carefully 
study their engines

https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/public_statements/1584150/joint_statement_of_ftc_commissioners_chopra_slaughter_and_wilson_regarding_social_media_and_video.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/public_statements/1584150/joint_statement_of_ftc_commissioners_chopra_slaughter_and_wilson_regarding_social_media_and_video.pdf
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) is seeking applications from 
start-ups working in the area of GEOINT for its new geospatial accelerator program 
in St. Louis. The NGA Accelerator is a first-of-its-kind innovative partnership with 
the NGA and Capital Innovators designed to fund, mentor, and accelerate the 
growth of next-generation geospatial-intelligence technologies. The Accelerator 
program, sponsored by Capital Innovators, the Missouri Technology Corporation 
and NGA, will accept applications through 11:59 p.m. 17 January, 2021. Eight compa-
nies will be selected to participate in its inaugural 13-week program. The program 
is set to start on March 22, 2021, and as of now, is planned to be in-person in St. 
Louis. In case of COVID-19 lockdowns or restrictions, it would go virtual.

The program includes 
$100,000 in grant funding, 
perks, benefits, office space, 
mentorship and direct engage-
ment with a leading geospa-
tial-intelligence agency. The 
Demo Day is targeted to 
take place the week of June 
21, 2021, when the start-ups 
get the opportunity to show-
case their business to NGA, 
the government community, 
potential investors, customers 
and others. The program is 
searching for best-in-breed 
businesses developing novel 
dual-use technologies (prod-
ucts that have both commercial and military uses), which will grow the number 
of geospatial solutions available to NGA and its customers. The program is open 
for both hardware and software companies, early-stage or venture-backed enter-
prises provided their solution has any use that could apply to the GEOINT sector.

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 
ACCELERATOR PROGRAM
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Companies Working in the Following 
Fields Can Apply

https://www.nga.mil/assets/files/FINAL_NewsRelease_NGA_MTC_Call_for_Applications_20201214.pdf
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) has launched a new 
pilot program to examine the viability of using commercial radio frequency 
(RF) geospatial data and analytics to support the agency’s intelligence 
products. The pilot program is a limited scope, experimental effort that looks 
at how commercial RF data can be delivered to analysts at NGA, and military 
combatant commands to augment existing intelligence activities.  The 
commercial RF collected as part of this effort is being examined to support a 
variety of GEOINT applications, such as using RF geolocations for mapping, 
tipping and cueing of other data sources, including electro-optical and radar 
imaging satellites. NGA is working closely with its partners at the combatant 
commands to explore how data from this pilot can improve maritime 
awareness and cooperation with regional allies through shareable unclassified 
data and analytics.  

NGA is leveraging a National Reconnaissance Office’s (NRO’s) commercial 
integration study contract with HawkEye 360, to access commercial RF data. 
The data is then integrated via NGA’s Predictive GEOINT Prototype, which 
supports an agile development approach for exploring new commercial sources 
and analytics that can support NGA’s partners.

NGA LAUNCHES RF PILOT 
PROGRAM FOR GEOINT

G E O I N T

SCOT CURRIE
Director, Source Operations Group, NGA

We are pleased with the pilot’s progress so far and the 
initial results associated with the commercial RF data and 
analytics have been positive. This pilot is an example of 
NGA’s commitment to exploring how we can integrate new 
and emerging commercial data sources into our analytic 
platforms to better support our mission partners’ needs

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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SPACE PLAN STRESSES  
ON REUSABLE ROCKETS

IND
IA

S P A C E

2021 Plans: 

• The first test flight of the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(SSLV)—a four-stage rocket capable of lifting 500 kg to 
low Earth orbit;

• Chandrayaan-3 moon mission;

• Aditya-L1 solar mission;

• The first Indian data relay satellite; and

• The first uncrewed flight for the Gaganyaan project.

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), in December, outlined its 
plans to develop reusable and heavy lift launchers, advance propulsion, and 
foster private Space activities in the next decade. ISRO Chairman K Sivan 
announced the broad range of goals, underlining a major focus on research 
and development across the decade. He said that the “Space sector is facing 
disruption due to the entry of many private players” which are targeting cost-
effective Space transportation systems and delivery of Space-based services. 

“In line with global directions, we require to develop heavy lift launch vehicle, 
semi-cryogenic stage, reusable launch vehicle, advance propulsion, next 
generation avionics, advance materials, dynamic Space applications and 
efficient integration of space based services as well as advanced space science 
missions,” Sivan said in his New Year message.

Every ISRO center and unit has been directed to develop a decadal plan. Many 
of these facilities will scale up capabilities within their area of focus, including 
ground stations, human spaceflight, optics and remote sensing, satellite 
platforms, broadband communications and human resource development. 

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has announced the launch of 
several commercial satellites in 2021. This includes Brazil’s Amazonian and three 
Indian satellites. “In the end of February or early March 2021, we will be sending 
our rocket Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle-C51 (PSLV-C51). The primary payload will 
be the Brazilian satellite called Amazonia, an earth observation satellite,” ISRO 
Chairman K. Sivan told Indian news agency IANS.

Sivan also said that the PSLV-C51 mission will be a special mission not only for 
ISRO but also for India as the rocket will be carrying the Earth Observation satel-
lite Anand made by an Indian startup named Syzygy Space Technologies Pvt. 
Ltd., or Pixxel. 

According to reports, the Pixxel satellite will be an advanced Earth Observation 
satellite. The Bengaluru-based private satellite company plans to have its constel-
lation of 30 small Earth Observation satellites up by the end of 2022. Sivan added 
that after eight months of setting up the Indian Space Promotion and Authoriza-
tion Centre (IN-SPACe), just after the government’s announcement of opening up 
the Space sector for private players, ISRO will be launching the first satellite of an 
Indian startup.

S P A C E

IND
IA

ISRO TO START 2021 WITH 
COMMERCIAL SAT LAUNCH

AWAIS AHMED
CEO, Pixxel

Our second satellite will be flown by the US Company SpaceX 
next year. We have looked at various options, including 
Russian rocket. We would prefer ISRO as logistically it is 
convenient for us

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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On January 4, Japan’s Sumitomo Forestry company and Kyoto University 
announced the launch of the world’s first wood-based Space satellite to 
combat the problem of Space debris. The ongoing research is in the initial 
stage, and the team is finding a suitable wood resistant to extreme tempera-
ture and sunlight for Space missions.

After the wood material is selected, it will be tested under extreme condi-
tions on Earth. Subsequently, engineering and final flying models will be 
developed. The team plans to launch the satellite by 2023. Wooden satellites 
are considered to be a good alternative to traditional satellites, as they will 
not easily burn upon re-entering the Earth’s atmosphere, leaving behind no 
harmful space debris.  

According to the European Space Agency’s (ESA’s) statistical model, more 
than 130 million pieces of waste-residue due to human activities or anthro-
pogenic Space debris are in orbit around the Earth. While several other 
reports highlight a relentless increase of Space junk, NASA and ESA are 
working on projects to collect Space debris in the future. ESA is also plan-
ning to launch one such mission in 2025.

WOODEN SATELLITE TO  
REDUCE SPACE DEBRIS

S P A C E

> 1 metre: 5,400 objects

>  10 centimetre: 34,000 objects

> 1 centimetre: 900,000 objects

> 1 millimetre: 130,000,000 objects

Number of Space Debris Objects in Orbit:

Source: ESA Statistical Model 

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The U.S. has issued a new National Space Policy 2020 that recognizes the signif-
icance of the rapidly growing commercial Space industry and gives direction for 
all Space activities. The policy aims to move Space exploration goals beyond 
low-Earth orbit, and return humans to the Moon for long-term exploration and 
utilization, followed by human missions to Mars and other destinations. It calls for 
closer collaboration among civil Space agencies such as the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the Department of Defense (DOD), NASA, 
academia, the commercial sector, and international partners on weather-data 
sharing and future satellite architecture development. The policy issues guidelines 
related to maintenance and enhancement of Space-based Positioning, Navigation, 
and Timing (PNT) systems by: 

• Providing continuous worldwide access, for peaceful civil uses, to the Global 
Positioning System (GPS) and its Government-provided augmentations, free of 
direct user fees;

• Engaging with international GNSS providers to ensure compatibility, encourage 
interoperability with like-minded nations, promote transparency in civil service 
provision, and enable market access for United States industry;

• Operating and maintaining the GPS constellation to satisfy civil and national 
security needs, consistent with published performance standards and interface 
specifications;

• Improving the cybersecurity of GPS, its augmentations, and federally owned 
GPS enabled devices, and fostering commercial space sector adoption of 
cyber-secure GPS enabled systems consistent with cybersecurity principles for 
space systems;

• Allowing for the continued use of allied and other trusted international PNT 
services in conjunction with GPS in a manner that ensures the resilience of PNT 
services and is consistent with applicable law; and

• Investing in domestic capabilities and supporting international activities to 
detect, analyze, mitigate, and increase resilience to harmful interference to GNSS.

NEW POLICY STRESSES 
COMMERCE, PNT SERVICES
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/National-Space-Policy.pdf
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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On January 4th, researchers from Professor Jayashankar Telangana State 
Agricultural University (PJTSAU) in collaboration with Telangana’s Information 
Technology Electronics & Communication (ITE&C) Department and start-up 
Maruti Dronetech announced the development of drones spraying pesticides 
in India.  

A Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)  will be developed to streamline the 
technology in the country. The fieldwork will take place in the State which 
involves drones spraying pesticides on paddy, groundnut, red gram, cotton 
and soya bean crops at the Regional Agricultural Research Stations (RARS) in 
Warangal, Jagtial, Palem, Tandur, and Rajendranagar. 

Currently, India does not have a specific drone-usage policy in agriculture, and 
experts believe that the drone technology offers a golden opportunity for accu-
rate application of pesticides, as well as saving water. 

EXHIBITING BENEFITS OF 
DRONE SPRAYING IN FIELDS

U A V S

IND
IA

Key Objectives 

• Develop protocols for diagnosis of major 
pests and diseases; 

• Study and standardize drone operating procedures for  
plant protection;

• Study the spray-fluid requirement for different crops, optimize  
adjuvants or pre-wetting requirements;

• Study the efficacy of the selected and most popular insecticides/fungicides;

• Test soil/water quality, grain samples for pesticide residues; and

• Study the impact on beneficial fauna, including avian fauna.

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan has given a green light to the coun-
try’s first drone policy to boost the local industry and usher in a new era of 
automation. The country also plans to involve its allies China and Turkey 
to develop its drone industry. Khan directed the authorities to establish 
a committee to formulate a legislative body that would draft a safer and 
legalized use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) across different sectors. 
According to reports, the Pakistan government is looking to expand its agri-
culture and urban planning through drone technology. 

In a meeting with Pakistan’s Minister of Science & Technology, Fawad 
Chaudhary, Khan announced its government’s increased priority to evolving 
trends in automation. Pakistan traditionally had prohibited import and 
operation of drones in view of the country’s sensitive security situation. The 
new policy aims to encourage private investors to explore technologies and 
foster foreign partnerships. 

The government will be forming a Drone Regulatory Authority (DRA) for 
effective use of the remote-control surveillance technology in various fields. 
The minister also said that the country aims to develop special drone units 
to help curb street crime in cities across Pakistan.

FIRST-EVER DETAILED DRONE 
POLICY ROLLED OUT

U A V S

PA
KI

ST
AN

FAWAD CHAUDHRY
Minister of Science & Technology, Pakistan

The regulation would help Pakistan tap into the commercial 
drone market, which is expected to touch $43 billion by 2025 
with an annual 20% growth rate

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
has announced final rules for Unmanned Aircraft (UA). The new rules will require 
Remote Identification (Remote ID) of drones and allow operators of small drones 
to both fly over people and fly at night under certain conditions. 

The Remote ID will help mitigate risks associated with expanded drone opera-
tions, such as flights over people and at night. It provides identification of drones 
in flight, as well as, the location of their control stations, giving crucial information 
to national security agencies and law enforcement partners. The Remote ID rule 
applies to all operators of drones that require FAA registration. There are three 
ways to comply with the operational requirements:

1. Operate a standard Remote ID drone that broadcasts identification and loca-
tion information of the drone and control station; 

2. Operate a drone with a Remote ID broadcast module (may be a separate 
device attached to the drone), which broadcasts identification, location, and 
take-off information; or 

3. Operate a drone without Remote ID, but at specific FAA-recognized identifica-
tion areas.

The Operations Over People and at Night rule  applies to Part 107 operators. The 
ability to fly over people and moving vehicles varies depending on the level of risk 
a small drone operation presents. The final rule requires that small drone opera-
tors have their remote pilot certificate and identification in their physical posses-
sion when operating, ready to present to authorities if needed. 

Meanwhile, drone delivery and unmanned traffic management (UTM) companies 
like Wing have shown concerns over Remote ID.  In a statement, the company 
has said that the rule may have unintended consequences for American 
consumers, and leads to significant privacy concerns. “Unlike traditional aircraft 
flying between known airports, commercial drones fly closer to communities and 
between businesses and homes.”

FAA ISSUES DRONE RULES 
TO ADVANCE SAFETY
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https://www.faa.gov/news/media/attachments/RemoteID_Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/news/media/attachments/OOP_Final Rule.pdf
http://www.wgic.com
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Ind
ia

S P E C I A L  I N I T I A T I V E S

The Indian State of Andhra Pradesh has been chosen as one of the 13 States 
where a GIS-enabled database of industrial areas is being developed by 
the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT). The 
project called Industrial Information System (IIS) will help bring about a 
committed approach towards resource optimization, industrial upgrades, and 
sustainability. IIS includes a range of potential clusters, parks, nodes, and 
zones, that entrepreneurs can invest in, offering plot-level data and availability 
of updated land-related information in real-time. The portal will serve as a 
one-stop solution for all industrial information including availability of raw 
material, agriculture, horticulture, minerals, natural resources, distance from 
key logistical nodes, layers of terrain, and urban infrastructure.

IIS will provide:

• Information on available land for prospective investors looking at setting up 
units in the Country;

• GIS Mapping of Industrial Clusters; and 

• Links to State GIS Portals and State Land Banks.

The system also holds information about existing External and Internal 
Infrastructure such as rail, road, air and port connectivity, and other common 
facilities in, and around, the manufacturing clusters

GIS-ENABLED DATABASE 
OF INDUSTRIAL AREAS

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The UK’s National Archives has adopted the Data Exploration Licence by the 
Geospatial Commission to enable innovators to gain access to a wide range of 
geospatial data to develop new products and services. The Commission and its 
partner bodies’ collective determination to change the licensing landscape and 
simplify data access for users has come to fruition, and this license is now avail-
able for wider use, creating new opportunities for developers and entrepreneurs.

The Data Exploration Licence allows 
access to data from the Commission’s 
partner bodies, including the British 
Geological Survey, Coal Authority, HM 
Land Registry, Ordnance Survey and the 
UK Hydrographic Office, on the same 
terms and conditions. This license was 
one of the first steps towards simplifying 
and harmonizing access and use of loca-
tion data. The National Archive has now 
agreed to adopt the license under the 
UK Government Licensing Framework 
(UKGLF), which makes it easier for other 
public sector bodies to license their data to 
developers in situations where the Open 
Government Licence is not appropriate. 

This supports the UK’s Geospatial Strategy mission to maximize the value of 
geospatial data, making it more accessible for research, development, and inno-
vation purposes, and unlock the significant economic opportunities offered 
by geospatial data. The Developer Licence can be accessed at The National 
Archives.
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GEOSPATIAL DATA LICENCE AS 
PUBLIC SECTOR STANDARD

S P E C I A L  I N I T I A T I V E S

The Data Exploration 
Licence allows 

access to data from 
the Commission’s 

partner bodies, 
including the British 
Geological Survey, 

Coal Authority, 
HM Land Registry, 
Ordnance Survey 

and the UK 
Hydrographic Office

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/unlocking-the-power-of-locationthe-uks-geospatial-strategy
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/developer-licence.pdf
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/developer-licence.pdf
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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