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Barbara J. Ryan

PUSHING GEOSPATIAL 
POLICIES FOR WIDER  
SOCIETAL IMPACT

T
his month, we are pleased to showcase an 
investment being made in Australia on a 
SmartSat Cooperative Research Centre (CRC). 
The government has invested AUD 55 million 
(USD 40.12 million), which has additionally 

attracted more than three-times that, AUD 190 million 
(USD 138.58 million) from industry and research orga-
nizations to create the largest Space industry research 

collaborative in the country. Working closely with the relatively new Austra-
lian Space Agency, the goal of the SmartSat CRC is to aid the government 
in tripling the size of the Australian Space sector and create 20,000 new 
jobs by 2030. Key partnerships have been forged with three of the world’s 
largest Space Agencies — ESA (Europe), JAXA (Japan) and NASA (USA) — 
and several major corporations including Airbus, BAE, Nova Systems and 
Thales.  See the first article in this newsletter for more information.

Also included this month are key policy initiatives around the world in our 
regular thematic areas — Space, UAVs, Data, and Artificial Intelligence. 
In the Space arena, India has granted foreign entities direct investment 
access to establish satellite and launch vehicle facilities in the country, 
with or without national partners; Norway has expanded its participation 
in ESA’s and the EU’s Space programs; and the US, through the Space 
Development Agency, has awarded contracts totaling $342 million to build 
satellites to provide missile tracking data for the next-generation advanced 
missile threats.

This month, we see that Dubai is encouraging much wider use of commer-
cial drones by including them as part of their “Dubai Sky Dome” — an 
airspace infrastructure connecting buildings through runways and minia-
ture airports across the city.  While in Japan, like in the U.S., restrictions on 
Chinese-made drones are being promulgated.

These are just a few of the highlights from the November issue of WGIC’s 
Policy Watch. Please join me in perusing the entire issue for a good over-
view of key programs, policies and plans being undertaken around the 
world. As always, stay safe.

F O R E W O R D

Editor, Policy Watch

https://wgicouncil.org/
http://www.wgic.com
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The Australian government has invested AUD 55 million (USD 40.12 million) into 
the SmartSat Cooperative Research Centre (CRC), which has attracted a further 
AUD 190 million (USD 138.58 million) from industry and research organizations. 
SmartSat CRC was established as the largest Space industry research collabo-
rative in Australia. Working closely with the Australian Space Agency, SmartSat 
will make a strong contribution to the government’s goal of tripling the size of 
the Space sector to AUD 12 billion (USD 8.75 billion) and creating up to 20,000 
jobs by 2030.  

The research center has also established strategic collaborations with inter-
national agencies, including NASA, the European Space Agency (ESA) and 
JAXA, as well as major corporations, such as BAE, Airbus, Nova Systems and 
Thales. The remainder of SmartSat’s first-round R&D projects address various 
national communications and Earth Observation challenges, with the goal 
of establishing cost-effective, sovereign satellite capability to deliver secure, 
high-speed data nationwide. 

GOVT GIVES INVESTMENT 
BOOST TO SPACE  
RESEARCH CENTER
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PROFESSOR ANDY KORONIOS
CEO & Managing Director, SmartSat

Having industry, universities and the government 
working together, Australia can lead global innovation 
of next-generation technologies, such as optical 
communications, Remote Sensing, digital Space 
engineering and Artificial Intelligence, making it a high 
technology and wealth creating nation, and future 
proofing the jobs of the new generation

SmartSat brings together more than 100 national and international partners in a seven-
year research initiative, with priority impact areas including disaster, land, and water 
management, and defense and national security. 

The following three projects represent high impact examples of the SmartSat’s 
mission-oriented R&D efforts:

• Aquawatch Australia will develop a network of ground-based sensors and satellites 
to monitor the quality of  inland waterways, reservoirs and coastal environments;

• The Resilient Emergency and Search and Rescue (SAR) Communications project 
undertaken in partnership with NASA will advance distress-related communications 
and navigation technology, further modernizing second-generation beacons;

• The Compact Hybrid Optical-RF User Segment (CHORUS) project aims to explore 
options to achieve high levels of integration between optical and radio frequency 
communications in a single user terminal.

SmartSat brings together more than 100 national and international partners in a  
seven-year research initiative, with priority impact areas including disaster, land, and 
water management, and defense and national security

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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FOREIGN FIRMS COULD 
MAKE, LAUNCH SATELLITES

IND
IA

S P A C E

India is set to encourage foreign direct investment (FDI) in the Space sector, 
with or without joint ventures (JV) with home companies. It will also encourage 
overseas firms to set up facilities in the country to make satellites and launch 
vehicles. Decisions on the investments will be taken on a case-by-case basis 
because of the sensitive nature of the sector. National security and interest will 
remain the top priority, and foreign companies will, therefore, be required to 
address all guidelines. 

According to reports, these initiatives are likely to be part of a policy framework, 
which is currently being prepared by the Department of Space (DoS). 
Emphasizing that several entities have shown interest in the Space sector,  
K Sivan, Secretary, DoS and Chairman, Indian Space Research Organisation, said 
that the department would be able to clarify many things once IN-SPACe (Indian 
National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre) is fully functional, and the 
other related policies are ready to be unveiled.

•  Department of Space (DoS) is keen to allow 
foreign firms to set up facilities in India to make 
satellites and launch vehicles.

•  Foreign companies are likely to be permitted if 
they bring in investments or set up joint ventures 
with Indian firms. 

•  India’s spaceports could be opened for use by 
international firms.

•  Policy likely to allow foreign companies to also set 
up ground stations in India for telemetry tracking.

•  Approvals to be granted on case-by-case basis, 
given the sensitive nature of the sector. National 
interest and security to remain priority.

Multiple Options

https://m-timesofindia-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/m.timesofindia.com/india/india-to-allow-foreign-companies-too-to-make-and-launch-satellites/amp_articleshow/78852193.cms
https://m-timesofindia-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/m.timesofindia.com/india/india-to-allow-foreign-companies-too-to-make-and-launch-satellites/amp_articleshow/78852193.cms
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The Norwegian government has endorsed the country’s budget for the European 
Space Agency (ESA), and for continued participation in the EU Space programs 
— Galileo for satellite navigation and Copernicus for Earth observation, as well as 
other programs, such as Governmental Satellite Communications (GovSatcom) 
and Space Safety Awareness (SSA). “The new national budget for 2021 expands 
Norway’s participation in ESA’s and EU’s Space programs as well as the alloca-
tions for the national utilization of these,” the Norwegian Space Agency said.

“In the Ministerial Conference in 2019, we increased our part for the ESA Coper-
nicus development, and more than doubled our contribution to the exploration 
programs and the International Space Station (ISS). With this budget, the govern-
ment also includes GovSatcom and SSA in Norway’s EU Space program partic-
ipation, which already includes both Galileo and Copernicus. This increases our 
Space budgets substantially,” Christian Hauglie-Hanssen, Director General of the 
Norwegian Space Agency, said.

S P A C E

NO
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AY

A BUDGET SUPPORTING 
ESA AND EU PRIORITIES

GovSatcom: What & Why
EU program GovSatcom 

will establish a 

shared pan-European 

communication network for 

governmental actors and 

emergency services.

GovSatcom will be safer 

and more robust than 

commercial infrastructures for 

communication.

With its geographical 

and strategic position, 

Norway has a clear interest 

in participating in, and 

contributing to, GovSatcom.

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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NASA and the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) have signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) furthering the longstanding partnership between DOE 
and the organization that has enabled 50 years of notable Space exploration. 

The MoU highlights potential areas for collaboration, including scien-
tific observations from the moon of the early universe, gateway activities, 
high-performance computing, modeling and simulation, planetary defense 
from near-Earth objects, sensor and satellite development, Space nuclear 
power and propulsion, Space situational awareness, Space Weather, tech-
nology transfer and more. Future joint activities will continue to advance civil 
Space exploration, scientific discovery, and U.S. National Space Policy. The 
agencies have established three working groups that focus on lunar surface 
infrastructure, Space nuclear power and propulsion, and science and innova-
tion, including Space safety and planetary defense. 

PARTNERSHIP FOR CIVIL 
SPACE ACTIVITIES 

JIM BRIDENSTINE
NASA Administrator

Artemis depends on a coalition of partners across U.S. 
government, industry, and the world. The DOE’s energy, 
science, and technology expertise remains crucial to the 
success of NASA missions. Together, we will mature and 
ready systems for exploring more of the Moon and venturing 
humans farther into Space, all for humanity’s benefit on Earth

S P A C E

https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/nasa_doe_mou_energy_related_space_activities.pdf
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/nasa_doe_mou_energy_related_space_activities.pdf
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/nasa_doe_mou_energy_related_space_activities.pdf
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/nasa_doe_mou_energy_related_space_activities.pdf
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The U.S. Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee has introduced 
legislation to formally authorize the Department of Commerce to be in charge 
of providing Space Situational Awareness (SSA) data to civil, commercial, and 
international Space operators. Senator Roger Wicker introduced the Space 
Preservation and Conjunction Emergency (SPACE) Act that codifies Space Policy 
Directive-3 (SPD-3) for transferring the responsibility from the Department of 
Defense (DOD) to the Department of Commerce (DOC). 

The Trump Administration issued SPD-3, the National Space Traffic Management 
Policy, in June of last year, shifting the responsibility for providing SSA data to 
satellite operators from DOD to DOC. However, the Congress has yet to codify 
it in law or provide the necessary budget. In August, a Congress-commissioned 
panel under the National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA) reaffirmed 
that the Office of Space Commerce at DOC was the best suited civil agency 
to perform such tasks. The report urged Congress to immediately enact the 
authorities and appropriations required for OSC to carry out this critical mission.
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S P A C E BILL: COMMERCE DEPT TO 
MANAGE SPACE TRAFFIC

ROGER WICKER
U.S. Senator

The SPACE Act would empower the Department of 
Commerce to track this debris and issue collision 
warnings by leveraging its technical expertise and 
partnerships with the private sector. This legislation is 
critical to keeping low Earth orbit safe for exploration and 
protecting our satellite infrastructure

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The U.S. is building satellites to provide missile tracking data for hypersonic glide 
vehicles and next-generation advanced missile threats. The Space Development 
Agency (SDA) has awarded L3Harris and SpaceX contracts worth $342 million 
combined to build these satellites. Both companies will build satellites of their 
own design, but will meet the criteria set by the SDA. The satellites must be able 
to perform the missile tracking mission, and also be able to communicate directly 
with transport layer satellites via laser communications links. 

Each company is expected to build four overhead persistent infrared imaging 
(OPIR) satellites for the tracking layer of the National Defense Space Architecture 
(NDSA). These satellites should be ready by the end of 2022. 

SATS TO TRACK BALLISTIC, 
HYPERSONIC MISSILES

S P A C E
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DEREK TOURNEAR
Director, Space Development Agency

We call it ‘tracking’ because it’s missile tracking — so it 
provides detection, tracking and fire control formation for 
hypersonic glide vehicles, ballistic missiles ... any of those 
kinds of threats

Major Capabilities
•  Be able to provide missile tracking data for hypersonic 

glide vehicles and the next generation of advanced 
missile threats;

•  Will have a ‘wide field of view’ overhead persistent 
infrared (OPIR) sensor capable of detecting and 
tracking advanced missile threats from low Earth orbit; and

•  Will be equipped with optical crosslinks to pass data to relay satellites.

https://spacenews.com/spacex-l3harris-win-space-development-agency-contracts-to-build-missile-warning-satellites/
https://spacenews.com/spacex-l3harris-win-space-development-agency-contracts-to-build-missile-warning-satellites/
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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Ind
ia

D A T A

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) intends to use meteorological 
data along with geospatial and population data for assessing the impact of 
cyclones in a particular area and provide district-specific warnings for tropical 
cyclones. Under the system, location or district-specific tailored warnings, 
which factor in local population, infrastructure, settlements, land use and 
other elements, will be prepared and disseminated. All disaster management 
agencies will make extensive use of cartographic, geological and hydrological 
data available for the concerned district. 

The IMD will also launch an interactive display system to forecast cyclones on 
a GIS platform. The pre- and post-monsoon months form the cyclone season. 
Storms from October to December, especially in the Bay of Bengal, ravage 
the eastern coast and damage property. Meanwhile, the National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) is executing the project and developing a 
web-based Dynamic Composite Risk Atlas (Web-DCRA) in collaboration with 
IMD and coastal states.

GEOSPATIAL DATA FOR  
IMPACT-BASED FORECAST

DR MRITYUNJAY MOHAPATRA
Director General, IMD

Damage caused to infrastructure due to cyclones is 
increasing the world over. With India’s growing economy, we 
aim to reduce the damage and economic losses to property 
and infrastructure. The dynamic, impact-based cyclone 
warning will be commissioned this season

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/imd-to-use-impact-based-warning/story-iCYq00aPiv0udkHZx66evL.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/imd-to-use-impact-based-warning/story-iCYq00aPiv0udkHZx66evL.html
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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India has launched the ‘e-Dharti Geo Portal’ which will integrate legacy drawings 
such as maps and lease plans in a management information system (MIS). It will 
allow the data to become Geographic Information System (GIS)-enabled. The 
project involves application of National Informatics Centre’s (NIC) GIS and Utility 
Mapping Services.

The Land & Development Office (L&DO) in India is dealing with around 60,000 
(seems like a low number if this is all of India) property which is available online 
through the portal. The certificate to be offered includes property details like land 
type, property type, date of allotment, property status, sub-type, plot area, date of 
execution of lease deed, property address, details about present lessee and litiga-
tion status among others.

IND
IA

DEDICATED GEO-PORTAL 
FOR LAND MANAGEMENT

D A T A

Property Certificate Benefits

Will be available 
by paying a 
fee of ₹1,000 
($13.5) and can 
be accessed 
by the public 
by visiting the 
L&DO website, 
www.ldo.gov.in

Will benefit the 
general public, 
particularly 
the elderly, 
and will help 
in avoiding 
unnecessary 
litigation.

Will also help 
a prospective 
purchaser to 
ascertain the 
details of the 
property as 
well as whether 
any suit or 
proceeding is 
pending.

The lessee of the 
property will be 
able to get the 
basic details of 
his/her property 
along with the 
map showing its 
location.

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/union-minister-hardeep-singh-puri-puri-launches-e-dharti-geo-portal/article32914796.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/union-minister-hardeep-singh-puri-puri-launches-e-dharti-geo-portal/article32914796.ece
http://www.ldo.gov.in
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com


15 / 

India and the U.S. have signed the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agree-
ment for Geospatial Cooperation (BECA). Under BECA, India will have access 
to classified geospatial data as well as critical information having significant 
military applications. 

Both countries can exchange maps, nautical and aeronautical charts, 
commercial and other unclassified imagery, geophysical, geomagnetic, and 
gravity data. The agreement will allow the U.S. to share sensitive satellite and 
sensor data that would help India with increased accuracy in areas of interest. 
Washington will also share technical and procedural information related to 
the standardization of methods, specifications, and formats for the collection, 
processing, and production of GEOINT data.IND
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D A T A AGREEMENT TO EXCHANGE  
GEOSPATIAL INTELLIGENCE

MARK ESPER
U.S. Secretary of Defense

We have strengthened our defense & security partnership 
especially over the  past year during which we advanced 
our regional security & information sharing. Our cooperation 
meets the challenges of the day & principles of a free and 
open Indo-Pacific

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The U.K. Geospatial Commission, working with Scottish enterprise and the 
Scottish government, is helping to establish the new Scottish Geospatial 
Network Integrator (SGNI), with a £200,000 (USD 236,490) joint investment. 

The new project will help to unlock part of the estimated £11 billion (USD 13.01 
billion) of value to the U.K.’s economy each year from geospatial services. The 
new network is also a key commitment of the U.K.’s Geospatial Strategy that 
was launched in June 2020. It also forms an essential part of the Scottish 
Geospatial Action Plan. SGNI will be run by Optimat, a business management 
consultant in Scotland.

COMMISSION SUPPORTS 
SCOTTISH GEO SECTOR
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THALIA BALDWIN, DIRECTOR
U.K. Geospatial Commission

Realizing the U.K.’s national geospatial strategy requires 
collective effort, connecting policy, data, people and systems 
and today’s announcement demonstrates how we can 
work on shared goals with both Scottish Enterprise and the 
Scottish Government to grow Scotland’s geospatial and 
wider data community

Build a community of businesses and organizations 
working on location-based data;

Further develop the Scottish geospatial supply chain 
by identifying and bringing organizations together 
that can help develop geospatial technologies.

Signpost geospatial companies to support and 
promote economic growth opportunities; and 

Raise awareness of the Scottish geospatial sector 
to other economic sectors, including promoting how 
location-based data can benefit other sectors, such 
as tourism, food and agriculture;
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http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The European Court of Justice (ECJ) 
recently ruled that collection of commu-
nications traffic data from telecoms and 
Internet companies was a “particularly 
serious” interference of privacy rights 
under the law. The court found that 
the U.K. and other EU Member States 
cannot use “national security” exemp-
tions to override EU privacy law when 
harvesting people’s data from commu-
nications companies. 

The decision is likely to raise ques-
tions over the U.K.’s ability to secure 
an adequacy agreement with the EU 
to continue sharing data with Euro-
pean countries after Brexit. The court’s ruling followed a legal challenge by the 
campaign group Privacy International over the legality of U.K.’s bulk communi-
cations data (BCD) collection regime. The court issued separate judgments over 
French and Belgian bulk data collection and retention programmes, alongside the 
U.K.’s ruling. 

UNDER LENS: LEGALITY 
OF DATA SURVEILLANCE

D A T A
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The court found 
that the U.K. and 
other EU Member 
States cannot use 
‘national security’ 

exemptions to 
override EU privacy 

law when harvesting 
people’s data from 
communications 

companies

https://www.geospatialworld.net/news/ecj-questions-legality-of-uk-phone-and-internet-data-surveillance/
https://www.geospatialworld.net/news/ecj-questions-legality-of-uk-phone-and-internet-data-surveillance/
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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OGC SEEKS COMMENTS ON 
INDOOR MAPPING DRAFT

The Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) has announced that they’re seeking 
public comment for the draft Indoor Mapping format (IMDF) before adopting it as 
a Community Standard. Apple initially developed and then submitted the draft to 
OGC. Comments are due by November 18, 2020.

The submission is supported by OGC Members Apple, Autodesk, Esri, Google, 
NY City Department of Data Technology and Telecommunications (DOITT), 
Ordnance Survey Limited, and Safe Software. Apple developed IMDF to deliver 
indoor maps for venues around the world, making it possible for users of the 
Apple Maps app to more easily navigate indoors and also discover attractions, 
services, shopping, and dining. 

Adoption of IMDF by OGC and therefore the wider mapping community would 
allow creating apps and services using equivalent highly accurate and detailed 
map data on any app or website. An OGC Community Standard is a political 
standard of OGC that is already available as a widely used, with a mature spec-
ification, but developed outside of OGC’s standards development and approval 
process. The originator of the quality brings to OGC a “snapshot” of their work 
that is then endorsed by OGC membership in order that it can become a part of 
the OGC Standards Baseline.

Government agencies using an electronic 
standard of indoor map data for efficient 
response to events.

Hospitals providing mapping guidance to 
patients, doctors, and visitors.

Airports creating a single map that can be 
easily styled by partners without altering 
the accuracy of the underlying data.

Knowing 
What’s Indoors

https://www.geospatialworld.net/news/open-geospatial-consortium-considering-apples-indoor-mapping-data-format-as-community-standard/
https://www.geospatialworld.net/news/open-geospatial-consortium-considering-apples-indoor-mapping-data-format-as-community-standard/
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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A recent law issued in Dubai facilitates 
a much wider usage of commercial 
drones. According to reports, it will be a 
key component in the development of 
the “Dubai Sky Dome” initiative of the 
Dubai Civil Aviation Authority (DCAA). 
Law No.4 will enable the development 
of an integrated framework for licensing 
and issuing certificates, permits, No 
Objection Certificates (NOCs) and 
inspection services related to drone 
systems, and a legal system for investi-
gating drone accidents and incidents.

DCAA President Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Saeed Al Maktoum said that the regu-
lation will further create “a structural 
ecosystem for drones” that will trans-
form Dubai into a virtual airspace infra-
structure for unmanned aerial vehicle 
systems able to connect places and 
buildings through runways and miniature airports across the city. 

The DCAA’s “Dubai Sky Dome” initiative is set to be a virtual airspace for 
unmanned aircraft capable of executing a host of functions from delivering 
goods, monitoring traffic and even acting as an alternative “sky taxi” system.

NEW DRONE LAW TO PUSH 
COMMERCIAL USAGE

U A V S
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The new law 
will enable the 

development of 
an integrated 
framework for 
licensing and 

issuing certificates, 
permits, NOCs and 
inspection services 

related to drone 
systems, and a 
legal system for 

investigating drone 
accidents  

and incidents

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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Japan may shut off China from 
supplying drones to its government to 
protect sensitive information. As per 
the government officials, the primary 
concerns are centered on information 
technology, supply chains, cyber security 
and intellectual property — concerns that 
have been rising outside Japan as well. 

The Japanese Ministry of Defense has 
several hundred drones, including some 
made by Chinese companies. The 
Japanese Coast Guard has about 30, 
and most are China-made. Both agen-
cies said that they were not using those 
drones for security-related issues. 

The tightened rules, set to come into 
effect next year, do not mention any 
country by name, though, according to officials, they have been created with 
China in mind. The initiative also includes investment rules for foreign entities 
enacted last year.

CURBS ON CHINESE DRONES 
STARTING NEXT YEAR?

U A V S
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According 
to Japanese 

government officials, 
China is a big 

market, and it is 
important for Japan, 
but there are worries 

that advanced 
technologies and 
information could 
leak to China and 

could be diverted for 
military use

https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/world/archives/2020/10/31/2003746110
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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A coalition of 14 EU Countries called on the European Commission to adopt a 
“soft law approach” to Artificial Intelligence to incentivize the development of 
AI-power technologies. In a position paper spearheaded by Denmark and signed 
by digital ministers from other EU tech heavyweights such as France, Finland and 
Estonia, the signatories called on the Commission to incentivize the development 
of next-gen AI technologies, rather than discourage it.

The paper was also signed by Belgium, the Czech Republic, Ireland, Latvia, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain and Sweden. The strong 
call comes after the Commission published its Artificial Intelligence White Paper 
in February, which stipulated a future regulatory framework for next-generation 
technology. In the executive’s plans, a series of ‘high-risk’ technologies were 
earmarked for future oversight, including those in ‘critical sectors’ and those 
deemed to be of ‘critical use.’ Those under the critical sectors remit include 
healthcare, transport, police, recruitment, and the legal system. 

‘SOFT LAW SOLUTIONS’ IN 
FUTURE AI NORMS SOUGHT
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We should turn to soft law solutions such as self-regulation, 
voluntary labelling and other voluntary practices as well as a 
robust standardisation process as a supplement to existing 
legislation that ensures that essential safety and security 
standards are met

https://em.dk/media/13914/non-paper-innovative-and-trustworthy-ai-two-side-of-the-same-coin.pdf
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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Japan is considering to introduce an Artificial Intelligence-based Big Data anal-
ysis system in order to enable speedier policy decisions. The move reflects prog-
ress in AI technologies and plans by the administration of Prime Minister Yoshi-
hide Suga to promote digitalization. 

A recent increase in equipment that can be diverted to military use, such as 
drones, is creating a challenge for Japan to track the distribution of related parts 
and components. The government also faces a need to collect and analyze a 
huge volume of data over the novel coronavirus.

The Big Data analysis system is of an American firm Palantir Technologies Inc. 
The system integrates and analyzes data scattered throughout a huge organiza-
tion in a short period of time. On the novel coronavirus, the company is working 
with the United States and European countries, including the United Kingdom, 
to analyze infection routes and stocks of medical goods. The company is also 
keen to make contributions to the Japanese government on macroeconomic 
and fiscal policies.
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AI TO SUPPORT SPEEDY 
POLICY DECISIONS

KOICHI NARASAKI
CEO, Palantir Technology’s Japanese unit

Collecting and analyzing data on serious global challenges, 
including the novel coronavirus pandemic, through 
conventional methods would take years, and a national crisis 
could occur before the completion of the work. Palantir’s 
technology can help resolve issues

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/02/national/japan-ai-policy-government/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/02/national/japan-ai-policy-government/
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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