
JULY 2020
Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  P O L I C Y  D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  T H E  G E O S P A T I A L  I N D U S T R Y  E C O S Y S T E M

WGIC MEMBERS OFFER CRITICAL 
SOLUTIONS TO MITIGATE CRISIS

7

U.K. VIRUS TRACING APP SWITCHES 
TO APPLE-GOOGLE MODEL

12

WHO LAUNCHES SPECIAL 
TECHNOLOGY ACCESS POOL

17

SPECIAL ISSUE ON COVID-19

https://wgicouncil.org/
https://wgicouncil.org


WHAT’S INSIDE… J U L Y  2 0 2 0

 EXECUTIVE SPACE
Ron Bisio, President, WGIC

Collaboration Will Help Emerge Out of this Crisis 3

Arnout Desmet, Chair, WGIC Policy Committee

COVID-19 Crisis Management and Privacy, not a Zero-Sum Game 4

Sanjay Kumar, Secretary-General & CEO, WGIC

COVID has a Silver Lining for Geospatial Industry 5

Barbara J. Ryan, Editor, Policy Watch

Geospatial Community is Easing the Burden of Pandemic 6

 WGIC MEMBERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS 

WGIC Members Offer Critical Solutions to Mitigate Crisis 8

 CONTACT TRACING
Singapore Introduces Wearable Device to Trace Cases 11

Germany Launches New App to Track COVID Clusters 12

U.K. Virus Tracing App Switches to Apple-Google Model 13

U.S. Introduces Bill to Regulate Automated Tracing 14

India’s Aarogya Setu Becomes Most Downloaded Tracking App 15

 DIGITAL SOLUTIONS
National Governors Association Updates COVID Tracker 17

 Flemish Govt. Sets Up Taskforce to Promote Digital Solutions 18

WHO Launches Special Technology Access Pool 19

NASA, ESA & JAXA Amass Global View of Coronavirus Impacts 20

 KEY DEVELOPMENTS
India’s Draft Rules for Drone Operations Enter Official Gazette 21

U.K. Space Hub is Now Closer to Becoming a Reality 22

 Dutch Authority Warns Against Data Sharing to Combat Pandemic 23



3 / 

E X E C U T I V E  S P A C E

COLLABORATION WILL HELP  
EMERGE OUT OF THIS CRISIS

Two years ago when the World Geospatial Industry 
Council (WGIC) was formed to bring together leading 
geospatial companies for a unified industry voice, we 
couldn’t have predicted that a global health threat 
was just over the horizon. Now, in 2020, that challenge 

has arrived as COVID-19, and geospatial industry leaders have 
come together like never before to provide solutions and support 
— hardware, software and satellite imagery — just as we have 
previously for natural disasters such as hurricanes, earthquakes 
and floods.

This current challenge, however, is unprecedented for our 
industry. In early 2020 when I sat in Heathrow Airport reading 
about a coronavirus outbreak in Wuhan, China, I knew it was 
unlikely to remain a regional issue for long — and it didn’t. 

COVID-19 is unlike anything our industry has faced, and because everyone is affected, we share 
the same sense of urgency in our response.

As coronavirus unfolded, mapping and GIS professionals tracked the disease’s spread and 
provided data to help national governments, states and cities respond and make difficult public 
health decisions. People all over the world relied on GIS data to understand the disease, most 
notably through the COVID-19 Dashboard by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering 
(CSSE) at Johns Hopkins University (JHU). Built using ArcGIS software by Esri, a WGIC member, the 
dashboard raised awareness of the vital role geospatial technology plays in our everyday lives.

Local governments also turned to providers such as Cityworks, a Trimble company, for a 
web-based, GIS-centric platform to manage their emergency response. Governments and first 
responders also relied on Maxar’s 92 on-orbit, operating communications satellites worldwide 
for critical communications during the crisis, while Maxar’s Open Data Program released Metro 
Imagery Basemaps to humanitarian partners in support of their COVID-19 efforts. 

The geospatial industry, like every other industry, was rocked by the pandemic, but pivoted 
immediately in early 2020 to support the shift to remote working. WGIC members also provided 
their customers and partners with online courses, webinars and free software so they could 
continue to develop their skills when they couldn’t get to the jobsite.

As our industry moves through and beyond COVID-19, WGIC will seek the silver linings of new 
opportunities for collaboration, knowledge exchange and public policy advocacy to strengthen 
the world economy and society. And as countries recover and rebuild their economies, we 
anticipate geospatial technology playing an important role in the buildout of critical infrastructure, 
such as telecommunications and broadband. 

Through it all, our strengthened collaboration will enable us to emerge from this historic crisis 
better prepared to meet the global challenges to come. 

RON BISIO
President 

WGIC

https://wgicouncil.org/
https://wgicouncil.org/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://www.esri.com/en-us/home
https://www.cityworks.com/
https://www.maxar.com/
https://wgicouncil.org/
http://www.wgic.com
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This edition of Policy Watch is dedicated to the 
significance and impact of geospatial applications and 
services in the COVID-19 pandemic response, mitigation 
and recovery actions of governments, private sector 
and society at large. The broad range of location-based 

technologies and solutions covered in this issue demonstrate the 
real value of geospatial in addressing one of the most significant 
global challenges today. 

Over the last decade, we experienced an increased accuracy and 
pervasiveness of location-based information and services. The 
volume of data collected by smartphones packed with sensors 
is ever increasing and can easily be linked to location. This 
constant data flow allows tracking whether you’re sleeping or 
awake, whether you’re driving, walking or biking, whether you’re 

in the shop on the ground floor or in your apartment on the fifth. Combining this information 
with other personal data may result in very detailed and individual profiling. 

People and movements in society are increasingly sensitive to the protection of their personal 
information. There is a growing awareness of the need to protect personal information but also of 
the value of such personal data for companies and organizations.

The current COVID-19 crisis and the numerous solutions adopted by governments and the 
private sector for contact-tracing and containment of the disease demonstrate very clearly the 
tension between technological innovation and personal data protection. It also shows how 
legislation across the world deal in different ways with this fragile balance between location 
information and privacy. In early 2020, the WGIC Policy Committee published a policy paper 
(link for download) with a high-level outline of the privacy legislation across the world and its 
impact on the geospatial industry. 

As governments across the world define their exit strategies from the lockdown and look for 
ways to rapidly detect and contain new infection hotspots, contact-tracing apps can be part of 
the solution, provided they respect the personal data rights of all citizens. This requires privacy 
to be built-in by default in the design of products and services. Effective security of all data 
processing should guarantee confidentiality and integrity of data. Transparent and user-friendly 
communication needs to ensure that individuals are not only informed about the use and 
processing of their personal data in full compliance with GDPR or other national privacy legislation 
but have also full control over these data. 

These are all important pillars for citizens to put trust in the appropriate use of their personal 
information and technology. Without a sound basis of trust, there is no future for an effective and 
widespread adoption of contact-tracing and other COVID-related apps in a democratic society. 
Privacy is a fundamental human right and should not be compromised in favor of an accelerated 
exit from economic and social confinement or public health protection.

Enjoy the reading. 

COVID-19 CRISIS MANAGEMENT  
AND PRIVACY, NOT A ZERO-SUM GAME

E X E C U T I V E  S P A C E

ARNOUT DESMET
Chair, WGIC Policy 

Committee

https://wgicouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Geospatial-Informaion-and-Privacy-report-Final.pdf
https://wgicouncil.org/
http://www.wgic.com
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COVID HAS A SILVER LINING  
FOR GEOSPATIAL INDUSTRY 

The Novel Coronavirus pandemic has resulted in the 
world undergoing one of its worst-ever crisis in recent 
history. What’s worrisome is the speed with which 
COVID-19, spread from a small town in one corner 
of the world, travelled globally before and within 

weeks covered the majority of countries through human-to-
human contact. Not only did COVID-19 take millions of people 
into its grip, in just over six months, it led to  crumbling of the 
health and social infrastructure, halted economic activities and 
created the possibility of a global recession worse than in the 
1930s. According to estimates, trillions of dollars have been lost, 
billions of people have lost means of livelihood, and millions of 
industries are staring at shutdowns. Though a few countries have 
done phenomenally well to contain the virus through stringent 

lockdowns, the process of reopening has brought a fresh set of challenges, often referred to as 
‘the new normal’.  

In the early days of the pandemic, one of the key realizations for governments, businesses 
and society at large was around the significance of spatial information. As some have 
said, “COVID-19 is a crisis in the physical world, and it needs to have a response based on 
geographical understanding.” Thousands of organizations worldwide have been making use 
of geospatial data and tools across different aspects of operations, be it the description of 
the spread, predictive models of identifying hotspots, or prescriptive strategies for managing 
relief operations. Almost a million geospatial professionals have dedicated themselves to help 
authorities manage this crisis.

While global leaders are deliberating the likely recovery paths, there is a growing recognition 
of the fact that we are in for a long journey full of bumps and blind spots. And this is where the 
geospatial industry has been exhibiting extraordinary relevance by adding the spatial dimension 
to a plethora of real-time data being collected by scores of sensors and other sources. 

Geospatial is increasingly becoming mainstream, and moving forward, it will most certainly 
serve as a foundational pillar for the data ecosystem and analytics. This scenario will present a 
multitude of opportunities for geospatial players — hardware, software and solution providers 
— to maximize their economic and social returns. While some sectors will likely take more time 
than others to recover, the industry as a whole will make a meaningful difference to human lives. 
A lot, however, will depend on how the ecosystem players overcome impediments of access and 
adoption, and ensure the democratization of geospatial data and technology.    

The World Geospatial Industry Council (WGIC) is an association of companies representing 
the entire ecosystem of the geospatial industry. The Council enhances the role of the 
geospatial industry and strengthens its contribution to both the global economy and society; 
facilitates the exchange of knowledge within the geospatial industry; and co-creates larger 
business opportunities for the industry. WGIC’s relevance is gaining momentum amidst the 
current crisis and recovery process, as a unique collaborative approach can more effectively 
serve our collective goals. 

E X E C U T I V E  S P A C E

SANJAY KUMAR
Secretary-General & 

CEO, WGIC

https://wgicouncil.org/
http://www.wgic.com
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GEOSPATIAL COMMUNITY IS EASING 
THE BURDEN OF PANDEMIC

On behalf of the World Geospatial Industry Council 
(WGIC), I am very pleased to present the July 
issue of Policy Watch. This month, the entire issue 
is dedicated to programs, plans and/or policies 
related to the coronavirus, with a special focus on 

contributions from the WGIC Membership.

Thought pieces from the President of the Executive Board, Ron 
Bisio (Trimble), the Chair of the Policy Committee, Arnout Desmet 
(TomTom), and the Secretary-General and CEO, Sanjay Kumar, 
discuss the critical role that the geospatial industry is playing 
during this pandemic, the importance of protecting personal 
privacy information while responding to public health crises, and 
the evolution of the industry as we look to the future.  In each 
article, you will find both resilience and an underlying optimism 

that is expressed even during these challenging times of a global pandemic.   

WGIC Members, as with any natural disaster, have capabilities that contribute across the entire 
disaster response and recovery spectrum. Tools have been constructed that help track the disease, 
that aid authorities with resource-allocation decisions, and others that help human resource 
professionals manage key workplace health and safety issues. Whether it is drone technology or 
Cloud-based services, WGIC Members are front and center.

We close out this issue of Policy Watch with a recap of the related actions that governments 
around the world are taking in light of COVID-19. As you might expect, contact-tracing policies 
are prevalent, as are drone-related guidelines. Lastly, three of the world’s major Space agencies – 
ESA, JAXA, and NASA have joined forces to use their collective scientific capabilities to document 
global-scale changes due to the coronavirus pandemic, including changes in air and water quality, 
agriculture, economic activity, and the climate.

While this pandemic is likely to be with us for some time, and far too many people have been 
affected by its impacts, we take some solace in knowing the world geospatial community is doing 
what it can do to ease the burden of this disease. 

BARBARA J. RYAN
Editor 

Policy Watch

E X E C U T I V E  S P A C E

https://wgicouncil.org/
http://www.wgic.com
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A host of World Geospatial Industry Council (WGIC) Members have come forward in this 
unprecedented crisis to offer critical solutions to government organizations and private 
enterprises. For instance, Cyient’s drone-based surveillance technology is assisting police 
in the southern Indian state of Hyderabad. Equipped with surveillance cameras, thermal 
imaging payloads and sky speakers for public announcements, the technology is enabling 
the police to make lockdown-related announcements and organize their ground forces to 
monitor the situation in congested areas. By providing situational awareness on a real-time 
basis, the technology is enabling law enforcement to understand and deploy resources very 
quickly to manage evolving situations. Cyient has also offered its Vegetation Management 
Solution and Flood Modeling Application to help authorities with resource allocation and 
decision-making.

WGIC MEMBERS OFFER CRITICAL 
SOLUTIONS TO MITIGATE CRISIS

Equipped with surveillance cameras, thermal imaging payloads and sky speakers for public 
announcements, Cyient’s drone-based surveillance technology is enabling police in Hyderabad, India 

to make lockdown-related announcements and monitor the situation in congested areas

Oracle is providing free access to its Workforce Health and Safety solution to current Oracle 
Human Capital Management Cloud customers until the pandemic is over. This module 
will help HR professionals manage key workplace health and safety issues and answer 
critical response questions. Furthermore, employees can access their information wherever 
and however they need from mobile to desktop devices. It provides HR professionals and 
managers with a number of ways to help take the necessary actions to keep employees 
safe. Also, Oracle has been developing and deploying a series of Cloud applications that 
gather data necessary to enable health professionals to know what types of drugs would 

https://www.cyient.com/
https://www.oracle.com/index.html
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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be effective in treating or preventing the coronavirus. In addition to gathering data from COVID-19 clinical 
trials, the company has built and donated to the U.S. government a COVID-19 Therapeutic Learning 
System that allows physicians and patients to record the effectiveness of promising COVID-19 drug 
therapies. The system lets the physician record the patient’s daily progress. 

Similarly, Johns Hopkins’ COVID-19 Dashboard, one of the most trusted real-time tools to monitor and 
respond to the global pandemic, is being maintained at the Center for Systems Science and Engineering 
at the Whiting School of Engineering with technical support from Esri and the Johns Hopkins University 
(JHU) Applied Physics Laboratory. The Dashboard, which uses Esri technology, is maintained in near 
real-time through a combination of manual and automated updating. All data collected and displayed 
are made freely available, initially through Google Sheets and now through a GitHub repository, along 
with the feature layers of the dashboard, which are now included in the Esri Living Atlas.  

In an attempt to encourage the evaluation of mitigating strategies such as widespread testing and 
prioritized testing zones for COVID-19, Geospatial Alpha analyzed the ridership composition based 
on home neighborhoods of a sample of riders for a select section of train lines in Bronx, New York 
during the morning commute in one weeklong period prior to the COVID-19 shelter-in-place order. 
The analysis illustrated correlation between neighborhood ridership data and median income 
data. According to the Geospatial Alpha’s study, the lower income neighborhoods were significantly 
more vulnerable, by their greater reliance on mass transit, to economic disruption and health 
destabilization posed by potential exposure to the virus.

Meanwhile, another WGIC Member, Geospatial Media and Communications built a unique 
COVID-19 knowledge platform containing information about all major COVID initiatives from the 
geospatial ecosystem. The platform features all major dashboards, apps, CSR and other initiatives 
from around the world, apart from providing the latest news and developments on the pandemic. 
The platforms also lists the initiatives taken by the development sector in dealing with this 
unprecedented crisis.

Johns Hopkins’ COVID-19 Dashboard, one of the most trusted real-time tools to monitor and 
respond to the global pandemic, uses Esri technology

To know more about WGIC Members’ contributions, see Page 18

https://www.esri.com/en-us/home
https://www.geospatialalpha.com/
https://geospatialmedia.net/
https://www.geospatialworld.net/covid-19/
http://www.wgic.com
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The Singapore government has launched wearable tracking “tokens” for its citizens 
that rely on Bluetooth signals without connecting to the Internet. The token named 
“TraceTogether” will help identify people who might have been infected by those who 
have tested positive for the virus. The first to receive these devices are thousands of 
vulnerable elderly people who don’t own smartphones. 

To access the device, a user provides his/her national ID and phone number to the 
Ministry of Health. If a user tests positive for the disease, he/she then turns the device 
into the authorities, because unlike the app, the user cannot transmit data over the 
Internet. Human contact-tracers can then use the logs to identify and advise others who 
might have come in contact with this person who tested positive for the disease. Since 
the device doesn’t log GPS location data or connect to mobile networks, it cannot be 
used for tracking a person’s movements.

SINGAPORE INTRODUCES WEARABLE 
DEVICE TO TRACE CASES

All About Tag-tracing System

1. The TraceTogether 
token is carried  
in a bag or pocket

3. Interactions kept for 
25 days, then deleted

3. If user tests positive 
for COVID-19, tag must be 
handed to authorities for 
contact tracing

2. Bluetooth signals 
exchanged with other tags 
or app users nearby

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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Germany has launched a new app aimed at quickly tracking new clusters of coronavirus 
infection. The app has been built with the help of Deutsche Telekom and SAP. 

The “Corona-Warn-App” notifies users if they have been exposed to COVID-19 by alerting 
them if they have come within two metres, 
for more than 15 minutes, of someone 
registering as being infected. The app uses 
an exposure notification framework based 
on the Apple and Google technology on 
a mobile device, broadcasting a rolling 
proximity identifier, while also regularly 
scanning for identifiers of other phones 
using Bluetooth Low Energy technology and 
storing the identifiers locally. The identifiers are only valid for 10-20 minutes and are 
derived cryptographically from temporary keys which change every 24 hours.

Users with COVID-19 symptoms can communicate test results, retrieved by using a QR 
code offered by some but not all German health providers, and in the case of a positive 
test result, users are asked to voluntarily upload their temporary keys from the last 
14 days to the server. To prevent misuse, the Corona-Warn-App backend first verifies 
the positive test result. If confirmed, the server adds the user’s keys to the COVID-19 
confirmed list, which is regularly broadcasted to all apps.

GERMANY LAUNCHES NEW APP 
TO TRACK COVID CLUSTERS

JENS SPAHN
German Health Minister

This app isn’t a cure-all. It’s not a free pass. But it’s an 
important additional tool for containing the pandemic

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The U.K. has given up on 
building a centralized 
coronavirus contact-tracing 
app and has instead switched 
to a decentralized app 
architecture. It has shifted to 
a model based on technology 
provided by Apple and 
Google. The government 
intends to launch this new 
app later this year. The app 
may not involve contact- 
tracing at that point, and  may 
be limited to enabling users 
to report their symptoms and 
order a test. 

The original U.K. app 
designed by NHSX, the 
health service’s innovation 
arm, experienced technical 
problems and delays, and 
was also criticized by privacy 
campaigners. Further, NHSX’s 
version was not supported 
by Apple and Google’s API, 
which is being used by all 
European  decentralized 
apps — meaning the 
U.K. app faced technical 
hurdles related to accessing 
Bluetooth in the background.

U.K. VIRUS TRACING APP SWITCHES 
TO APPLE-GOOGLE MODEL

We welcome the 
announcement from the 

U.K. government. We have 
developed an Exposure 

Notification API with Apple 
based on consultation with 

public health experts around 
the world, including in the U.K., 

to ensure that our efforts are 
useful to authorities as they 
build their own apps to limit 

the spread of COVID-19, while 
ensuring privacy and security 

are central to the design

Google statement

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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U.S. Senators have introduced a bipartisan bill titled Exposure Notification Privacy Act 
(ENPA), which seeks to regulate contact-tracing apps. The goal of legislation is to “give 
Americans control over their data and put public health officials in the driver’s seat of 
exposure notification development”. 

ENPA applies to companies that operate automated exposure notification services, 
which is defined as a website, online service, online application, mobile application, 
or a mobile operating system that is offered in commerce in the U.S. and is designed 
in part or in full, specifically to be used for, or marketed for, the purpose of digitally 
notifying, in an automated manner, an individual who may have become exposed to 
an infectious disease. 

The focus of ENPA is to ensure robust privacy safeguards are in place, preventing data 
misuse, and giving users control over the collection, transmission and deletion of their 
health data.

U.S. INTRODUCES BILL TO 
REGULATE AUTOMATED TRACING

Must-haves for Automated Exposure Notification

Collaborate with 
public health officials

Follow data 
restrictions

Obtain  
consent

Maintain data  
security

Provide privacy  
policy

Delete data  
regularly

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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With 127.6 million downloads, India’s Aarogya Setu has become the most downloaded 
COVID-19 contact tracing app across the world within 100 days of its launch, according 
to a Sensor Tower report. The report shows Aarogya Setu has the most installs to date 
(till July 14), followed by Turkey’s Pandemic Isolation Tracking Project and Germany’s 
Corona-Warn-App, with 11 million and 10.4 million downloads, respectively. 

Among the top five installed tracing apps, Japan’s COCOA app has about 5.5 million 
downloads and Indonesia’s PeduliLindungi has approximately 4.6 million. The report 
suggests that  since March 2020, government-endorsed COVID-19 contact tracing apps 
have been downloaded by about 9.3% of citizens across the world’s 13 most populous 
countries —Australia, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Peru, The 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Turkey and Vietnam. 

In the adoption rate of such apps, India is on the fourth position, with 12.5% of its 
population downloading the app. Australian government’s COVIDSafe app saw the 
highest adoption rate with 21.6% of the country’s population installing the app since its 
launch in late April.

INDIA’S AAROGYA SETU BECOMES 
MOST DOWNLOADED TRACKING APP

Aarogya Setu has the most 
installs to date (till July 14), 

followed by Turkey’s Pandemic 
Isolation Tracking Project and 
Germany’s Corona-Warn-App, 

with 11 million and 10.4 million 
downloads, respectively

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The National Governors Association 
partnered with Esri to publish a 
comprehensive update to its interactive 
COVID-19 State and Territory Action Tracker. 
The interactive map-based app shows how 
jurisdictions have taken actions to reopen 
certain business sectors by issuing statewide 
orders. It also shows how jurisdictions are 
undertaking region-based approaches 
or implementing State-wide orders 
with authorization for localities to place 
additional restrictions. 

The map also allows users to explore public 
health actions that Governors have taken 
during the pandemic, including State-wide 
stay-at-home orders, limits on gatherings, 
state employee travel restrictions, and 
quarantine orders for interstate travel, 
among others.  

The COVID-19 State and Territory Actions Tracker is updated daily. The data is collected 
from States and territories, and is based on an evaluation of State executive orders, 
directives, guidance, legal and non-legal documents, and news sources.

NATIONAL GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION 
UPDATES COVID TRACKER

The interactive 
tracker allows users 

to explore public 
health actions the 

Governors have taken 
during the pandemic, 
including State-wide 
stay-at-home orders, 
limits on gatherings, 

State employee travel 
restrictions and 

quarantine orders for 
interstate travel

https://nga2.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=830dd807f53f44988ec2e2238c6829a5
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6280-S.PL.pdf?q=20200331083729
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Soon after complete lockdown in Belgium, the Flemish Government established 
a taskforce to promote digital solutions and platforms to help local and regional 
authorities in their daily work processes. Three companies, namely,  Image-V (a 
temporary trade association of engineering firm Sweco Belgium and surveying agency 
Teccon), Orbit Belgium, and Bentley Systems came together to offer free access for all 
organizations, agencies, cities, and municipalities to their unique Digital Twin platform, 
i.e. the complete 360° Image Database Flanders. 

Police zones, provinces, city corporations, communication and utility companies, and 
local and regional governmental agencies are currently using this Digital Twin platform 
to make their daily plans and analyze the environment in a digital reality.

FLEMISH GOVT. SETS UP TASKFORCE 
TO PROMOTE DIGITAL SOLUTIONS

Uninterrupted Processes

1

3

2

4

City employees working 
from home continued 
with their daily planning, 
analysis, and preparations 
without field surveying.

Employees of the Road 
Department continued 

their construction 
planning and reporting 

while preparing for further 
field surveying.

Police forces involved 
in emergency tasks got 
a better understanding 
about the local situation 
for access, (movable) 
surrounding objects, 
building heights, etc.

Security teams of 
rail, bus and other 

transport agencies 
continued planning 
their daily routines 

in an efficient way to 
reduce field visits.

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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As many as 30 countries 
and multiple international 
institutions have signed up 
to support the COVID-19 
Technology Access Pool 
(C-TAP), an initiative aimed 
at making vaccines, tests, 
treatments and other health 
technologies to fight COVID-19 
accessible to all. The Pool 
was officially launched by the 
WHO Director-General earlier 
this month. 

The COVID-19 Technology 
Access Pool will be voluntary, 
and yet relies on social 
solidarity. It will provide a 
one-stop mechanism for 
scientific knowledge, data 
and intellectual property to 
be shared equitably by the global community. The aim is to accelerate the discovery 
of vaccines, medicines and other technologies through open-science research, and to 
fast-track product development by mobilizing additional manufacturing capacity. This 
will also help ensure faster and more equitable access to existing and new COVID-19 
health products.

WHO LAUNCHES SPECIAL 
TECHNOLOGY ACCESS POOL

Key Missions

•  Public disclosure of gene sequences and data;

•  Transparency around publication of all clinical 
trial results;

•  Governments and other funders to include 
clauses in funding agreements with 
pharmaceutical companies and other innovators 
about equitable distribution, affordability and 
publication of trial data;

•  Licensing of any potential treatment, diagnostic, 
vaccine or other health technology to the 
Medicines Patent Pool;

•  Promotion of open innovation models 
and technology transfer that increase local 
manufacturing and supply capacity, including 
through joining the Open COVID Pledge and the 
Technology Access Partnership (TAP). 

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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In response to the global coronavirus pandemic, NASA (National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration), ESA (European Space Agency), and JAXA (Japan Aerospace Exploration 
Agency) have joined forces to use the collective scientific power of their Earth Observing 
satellite data to document planet-wide changes in the environment and human society. 
The COVID-19 Earth Observation Dashboard integrates multiple satellite data records 
with analytical tools to allow user-friendly tracking of changes in air and water quality, 
climate change, economic activity, and agriculture. 

This tri-agency data resource gives the public and policymakers a unique tool to probe 
both short-term and long-term impacts of pandemic-related restrictions implemented 
around the world. 

The three agencies have formed a task force to take on the challenge. The group 
identifies the most relevant satellite data streams and adapts existing computing 
infrastructure to share data from across agencies to produce relevant indicators.

NASA, ESA & JAXA AMASS GLOBAL 
VIEW OF CORONAVIRUS IMPACTS

THOMAS ZURBUCHEN
NASA Associate Administrator for Science

Together NASA, ESA, and JAXA represent a great human 
asset: advanced Earth-observing instruments in space that 
are used every day to benefit society and advance knowledge 
about our home planet. When we began to see from space 
how changing patterns of human activity caused by the 
pandemic were having a visible impact on the planet, we knew 
that if we combined resources, we could bring a powerful new 
analytical tool to bear on this fast-moving crisis

https://eodashboard.org/
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The committee overseeing India’s response to COVID-19 has been impressed by how 
drones have helped combat the virus, and other conditions like  locust swarms. Multiple 
options are being explored to streamline the process and make commercial usage of 
drones viable. 

In that regard, India has officially published draft rules for drone operations in its 
Official Gazette. The Unmanned Aircraft System Rules, 2020 are currently open for 
public consultation. 

According to the draft unveiled by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), the 
regulating authority for such vehicles, drones have been classified into five groups: nano 
(up to 250 grams), micro (from 250 gm to 2 kg), small (2 kg to 25 kg), medium (25 kg to 
150 kg), and large (more than 150 kg).

The draft rules specify who will be allowed to manufacture, import, and operate drones 
and the airspace where these can be operated. “Drone imports and drone corridors may 
be established in permitted areas. If warranted by the nature and requirement of the 
drone operations,” the draft rules say.

INDIA’S DRAFT RULES FOR DRONE 
OPERATIONS ENTER OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Who Can Operate a Drone?
➝ Any Indian, 18 years and above
➝  Any company registered in India, with Chairman  

and 2/3rd of board members in India

Where Can One Operate a Drone?
Through a dedicated drone corridor — airspace 
permitted by DGCA

Will Delivery of Food/Goods be Allowed?
The government hasn’t yet given permission for that

Source: Draft rules of Unmanned Aircraft Rules, 2020

New Rules

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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Despite restrictions posed by the Novel Coronavirus, a planning application has been 
approved for a potential launch site in Scotland — a major step forward in bringing 
orbital rocket launches to the U.K. as soon as 2022. The Highland Council’s North 
Planning Applications Committee 
— responsible for deciding on the 
proposal for the launch site — 
approved plans that have been 
submitted by the Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) in Scotland. 
Known as Space Hub Sutherland, 
the launch site is proposed to be 
built at the northern tip of mainland 
U.K. Orbex, the UK-based Space 
launch company, has confirmed 
that Orbex Prime will be the first 
vertical launch vehicle to fly into 
orbit from the Space Hub. 

The go-ahead for Space Hub Sutherland coincides with a period of intensive work 
within Orbex: design and development work has continued throughout the pandemic. 
Orbex has confirmed the company has already signed six launch contracts.

U.K. SPACE HUB IS NOW CLOSER TO 
BECOMING A REALITY

CHRIS LARMOUR
CEO, Orbex 

The go-ahead for the Space Hub Sutherland, combined with 
the steady progress of the Orbex Prime launch vehicle, are 
important steps towards the first truly orbital space flight 
from the U.K.

Up to 12 rockets a year would launch from the site

http://www.wgic.com
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DUTCH AUTHORITY WARNS AGAINST 
DATA SHARING TO COMBAT PANDEMIC

The Dutch data protection authority, Autoriteit Persoonsgegevens, has said it will 
recommend against a Bill to use telecom data in the COVID-19 fight. The Bill, which 
is currently working its way through the Dutch House of Representatives, would 
expire after one year, but would force the telecom operators to collect more data 
on customers and share it with Statistics Netherlands. The telecom operators must 
determine the municipality in which customers live, along with roaming data, to 
understand where these individuals have recently travelled. Telecom operators are 
anxious that this data could be shared with authorities beyond the original intent, 
while privacy advocates worry the protections to ensure anonymity could be reverse-
engineered. 

The National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RVIM) says that this 
data would give better insight to the spread of the coronavirus, enabling authorities 
to better react to a potential second wave. However, according to the Chairman of the 
Dutch watchdog, there have not been enough privacy and security protections written 
into the potential legislation, explaining opposition to the Bill, though it does put the 
country in somewhat of an awkward position.

ALEID WOLFSEN
Chairman, Autoriteit Persoonsgegevens

The data has not yet been unconditionally anonymized, the usefulness and 
necessity is insufficiently substantiated and the guarantees that we have 
advised are not sufficiently included in the law

http://www.wgic.com
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