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Barbara J. Ryan

POLICY PUSH IN  
TIMES OF COVID-19

T
he June issue of Policy Watch highlights a range of key 
actions that governments are taking around the world 
related to space and geospatial policies, Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI), drones, Global Positioning Systems (GPS), and, 
as in the last couple issues, geospatial activities related to 

COVID-19. While each of these policy advances was initiated before 
the global pandemic, their culmination in the June timeframe illus-
trates that great progress is still being made under the most difficult 
of circumstances.

In the space policy arena, the United States, Department of Commerce issued new 
regulations to improve the licensing process for U.S. commercial satellite operators. In 
addition to streamlining the application process, restrictions on data sales have been 
alleviated. Additionally, bipartisan legislation has been introduced for extending tax-relief 
measures for launches on U.S. soil, and the National Space Council is looking to update 
the National Space Policy. Each of these measures recognize the role that space plays in 
the global economy, and the importance of public and private partnerships to maximize 
these benefits. Similarly, as part of a larger structural reform, India has decided to permit 
private players to be part of the country’s larger space program – satellites, launches and 
services.

Several key geospatial policy advances have been made in the U.K. Just this month, the 
U.K. Geospatial Commission launched a five-year Geospatial Strategy, aligned with the 
U.N. Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF) – possibly the first country in 
the world to do so. As with other efforts, the intent is to unlock the power of geospa-
tial data for expanding both societal benefits and economic growth. Also in the U.K., 
Scotland has agreed to join the recently launched Public Sector Geospatial Agreement 
(PSGA). This is the first collective geospatial agreement allowing the public sector in 
England, Scotland and Wales to access Ordnance Survey (OS) geospatial data and 
expertise. As elsewhere, significant economic, environmental, and social benefits are 
expected to accrue from this agreement.

Discussions on the definition of Artificial Intelligence are continuing between the Euro-
pean Union (EU) and Google. While the EU is still deciding how to regulate AI, Google 
has argued that the current definition is too broad, and will likely stifle innovation. Tech 
giants, in addition to Google, are taking this issue very seriously, given Europe’s influ-
ence on technology regulation globally – recall our recent report on protecting personal 
privacy information where the baseline was Europe’s General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR). Meanwhile in India, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, in 
partnership with the industry body NASSCOM has launched a national portal for AI to 
share developments in the sector.

Lastly, the COVID-19 articles largely focus on contact-tracing (France and India), and 
finding the appropriate balance between protecting public health and personal privacy 
information – an issue that more countries will most certainly face in the months ahead.

Please join me in reading this issue of Policy Watch, and I, as well as everyone else at 
WGIC, hope that you, your colleagues and your families are staying healthy during these 
challenging times.

F O R E W O R D

Editor, Policy Watch

https://wgicouncil.org/
http://www.wgic.com
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D A T A STRATEGY TO UNLOCK 
POWER OF LOCATION DATA

On June 16th, The U.K. Geospatial Commission launched the Geospatial Strategy 
for a period of five years starting 2020. The strategy is a plan for developing 
the U.K.’s location data framework over the next five years in concurrence with 
the U.N.’s Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF). The government 
has published the strategy setting out how the U.K. will unlock the significant 
economic, social and environmental opportunities offered by location data and 
boost the U.K.’s global geospatial expertise.Un
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•  Promoting and safeguarding the use of location data to provide an evidenced view of 
the market value of location data, set clear guidelines on data access, privacy, ethics and 
security, and promote better use of location data.

•  Improving access to better location data to streamline, test and scale the development of 
new and existing location data, ensuring it is findable, accessible, interoperable, reusable 
and of high quality.

•  Enhancing skills, capabilities and awareness to develop more people with the right skills 
and tools to work with location data — across organizations and sectors — to meet the 
U.K.’s future needs and support global development.

•  Enabling innovation to maximize the commercial opportunities for innovation and 
promote market-wide adoption of high value emerging location technologies.

Key missions

Areas of  
opportunity

Infrastructure Transport Housing Environment Public  
Health

Emergency 
Response 

Ocean 
Economy

Retail Finance

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/893455/Geospatial_Strategy_1920x1080.pdf
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
https://www.faa.gov/uas/resources/law_enforcement/media/FAA_UAS-PO_LEA_Guidance.pdf
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S P A C E

On May 19th, the U.S. Department of Commerce released new regulations to 
improve the licensing process for U.S. private satellite remote-sensing opera-
tions. The new rules will increase openness and transparency in the licensing 
process, and will eliminate many restrictions on how licensed remote-sensing 
systems may be operated, such as limits on the resolution of imagery. The 
regulations will also prohibit the government from imposing additional condi-
tions after a license has been issued. 

The rules require the U.S. government to assess the remote-sensing data 
already planned or available in the market to determine whether any condi-
tions should be applied to companies. The new regulations also recognize the 
growing role of Artificial Intelligence, cloud computing and other advanced 
technologies in extracting unique information from remote-sensing satellites.

RULES TO EASE PRIVATE  
REMOTE-SENSING OPS

Praising the new regulations, Dr. Scott 
Pace, Deputy Assistant to US President and 
Executive Secretary of the National Space 
Council, said, “American industry is driving 
innovation in commercial remote sensing at 
an increasingly rapid rate. These streamlined 
and updated rules are critical to ensuring US 
regulations keep up with the speed of innova-
tion and ensure the United States remains the 
flag of choice for commercial space businesses. 

A welcome move
“Maxar is pleased with the significant update 
to the Commerce Department’s remote 
sensing regulations, which relaxes many of 
the barriers that have held US companies 
back. We look forward to receiving updated 
licenses that embody the forward-leaning 
principles espoused in the preamble to the 
new rules,” said Dan Jablonsky, CEO of 
Maxar, which is one of the largest commer-
cial remote sensing operators in the US 

In a statement soon after the announce-
ment, smallsat major Planet said, “These stream-
lined, forward-looking regulations represent a 
philosophical shift in striking a balance between 
US technological innovation, competition from 
foreign actors and national security”. 

“In general, I view these proposed changes 
as quite encouraging for the space industry 

— primarily because I expect they will push 
forward new innovations and also allow US 
companies to be more competitive in the 
global market,” said Emiliano Kargieman, 
CEO and Founder of Satellogic. 

Echoed SkyWatch CEO James Slifierz. 
“We believe the revamped regulations will 
help the industry as a whole. We really look 
forward to seeing what new applications 
will be developed with these new datasets. 
We can avoid situations where US lawmak-
ers try and play catch up with the speed 
of innovation, adding costs and delays to 
new constellations going up and stifling the 
growth of the industry.”

Fresh categorization
The new rules mean that if a satellite imagery 
can be bought in a foreign country, US 
satellite companies have the right to sell 
it. For instance, when data is captured by 
an American company and sold through a 
Canadian platform to a Dutch client for their 
South African customers, things can get 
really complicated, explained Slifierz. With 
the expected increase in the volume of satel-
lite data to be generated daily in the future, 
Artificial Intelligence/Machine Learning 
applications will play an increasingly larger 
role in how data is used. The revisited regu-

THREE-TIER APPROACH
The rules categorize applicants based on the degree to which the unenhanced  

data to be generated by their proposed system are already available

lation should help data sellers and buyers 
across the globe. 

The new guidelines do away with the 
earlier draft proposal to classify applications 
as “low risk” or “high risk” from a national 
security perspective and instead uses a three-
tier approach.

“This (the earlier) rules worked under 
the assumption that Remote Sensing systems 
would be regulated so as to prevent them 
from causing harm to national security: more 
risk a system posed to national security, 
the more restrictive its license would be,” 
the Department of Commerce said in the 
rule. The industry had argued the earlier 
regulation would have classified almost all 
commercial satellite companies as “high risk”.

The new rules, however, have no bearing 
on US government Remote Sensing capabil-
ities or the data policy regarding the availa-
bility of data or products therefrom, such as 
Landsat and NOAA’s operational satellites. 
Only private remote sensing space systems 
operated by all other entities — commercial, 
non-profit, academic, or otherwise — will be 
under the purview of this regulation. 

Anusuya Datta, Editor At Large - Tech-
nology & Innovation, anusuya@geospa-
tialmedia.net

Faces minimum 
restrictions. An applicant 
proposes a system that is 
capable only of producing 

unenhanced data 
substantially the same as 

unenhanced data available 
from sources not regulated 

by Commerce.

An applicant proposes a 
system that is capable of 
producing unenhanced 

data that are substantially 
the same as unenhanced 

data available from US 
sources only. As there is no 

foreign competition for that 
unenhanced data, a US license 
restriction could be effective.

Faces most stringent controls. 
An applicant proposes a 
system that is capable of 
producing unenhanced 

data that are substantially 
the same as no available 
unenhanced data—that 

is, if the applicant has no 
competitors, foreign  

or domestic.

TIER 1 TIER 2 TIER 3
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/20/2020-10703/licensing-of-private-remote-sensing-space-systems
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
https://www.faa.gov/uas/resources/law_enforcement/media/FAA_UAS-PO_LEA_Guidance.pdf
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S P A C E

As part of its structural reforms to rebuild the economy and make it more 
self-reliant and resilient, the Indian government has decided to allow private 
players to be part of the country’s larger space program, which includes satel-
lites, launches and space-based services. The move is being viewed as a para-
digm shift in the space sector, and will enable private companies to play a role in 
inter-planetary and outer space explorations in the future, apart from accessing 
facilities and services of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). The 
government will provide a predictable policy and regulatory environment to 
private players.

ind
ia

BOOST FOR PRIVATE 
SPACE PLAYERS

New Opportunities

Private 
companies and 

startups will have 
an opportunity 

to enhance their 
capabilities

Private companies 
will be provided a 

level playing field in 
satellites, launches 
and space based 

services

Future projects 
for planetary 

exploration, outer 
space travel will be 
open to the private 

sector

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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After 59 years of the first American human spaceflight launch that saw Alan 
Shepard pilot the famous Freedom 7 capsule as part of the Mercury program, 
U.S. Representatives Bill Posey (R-Florida) and Charlie Crist (D-Florida) intro-
duced bipartisan legislation to keep America first in Space. The American 
Space Commerce Act (H.R. 6783) supports U.S. leadership in Space by 
providing an incentive to the country’s Space firms to invest in America and 
launch from American soil.

The Act will level the playing field by extending the existing Space launch tax 
incentives for an additional 10 years for companies that launch their payloads 
from the United States. This will free up more capital to allow American Space 
companies to continue to invest in developing new technology and launching 
future missions.

Un
ite

d 
St

at
es

S P A C E BIPARTISAN LAUNCH  
LEGISLATION INTRODUCED

BILL POSEY
U.S. Representative

Our domestic Space launch industry is in our national security 
interest and America is up against unfair trade practices from 
nations like China and Russia that heavily subsidize space 
launches

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6783?s=1&r=16
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
https://csisprod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fspublic/publication/200330_SpaceThreatAssessment20_WEB_FINAL1.pdf?6sNra8FsZ1LbdVj3xY867tUVu0RNHw9V
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The White House National Space Council is looking at revising the existing U.S. 
National Space Policy, issued in 2010. The Space Council has so far developed 
four Space Policy Directives, a National Space Strategy, and an Executive Order 
on Space resources that were signed by President Donald Trump. However, 
only one of these modifies the 2010 National Space Policy, and in only human 
Space exploration. Space Policy Directive-1 changed just two sentences, but 
with great impact. 

The National Space Policy is much broader than just human spaceflight or 
NASA.  It covers all space sectors — commercial, civil, and national security — 
as well as inter-sector Space activities.  Much has changed on all these fronts 
in the past 10 years, although the policy is written at such a high level that its 
provisions are flexible enough to be interpreted in evolving circumstances.

COUNCIL TO UPDATE  
NATIONAL POLICY 

S P A C E

UN
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SCOTT PACE
Space Council Director

We are looking at updating the National Space Policy which 
was last updated in 2010. We envision a lot of continuity with 
past policy. But with all the activities that have happened in 
recent years, we thought it’s probably time for an update, and 
we will be working on that over the next few months

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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The first collective geospatial agreement for Great Britain allowing the public 
sector of England, Wales and Scotland to access Ordnance Survey (OS) 
geospatial data and expertise has been achieved. The Scottish government and 
the U.K. Geospatial Commission have agreed to become a part of the recently 
launched Public Sector Geospatial Agreement (PSGA). This national agreement 
will replace the current One Scotland Mapping Agreement (OSMA) and the 
Greenspace Scotland contracts. Scottish government users, comprising 146 
member organizations of the OSMA, will now access OS data and expertise 
via the PSGA. They will join public sector members from England and Wales 
in accessing a range of digital mapping datasets for the whole of Great Britain, 
including addressing and road information. 

COLLECTIVE GEOSPATIAL 
PACT SEES BREAKTHROUGH

STEVE BLAIR
CEO, Ordnance Survey

We are delighted that Scotland has joined the PSGA creating 
the first GB wide joint agreement for customers across the 
public sector to access OS data

PSGA will provide increased technical 
support and access to new data in the 
future

It will unlock significant social, 
environmental and economic benefits for 
England, Scotland and Wales

It will encompass a breadth of new 
datasets and services with the 
potential to significantly improve public 
services in Scotland

Major  
Benefits 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/news/government-investment-set-to-deliver-new-era-in-geospatial-data-and-services-for-great-britain
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6280-S.PL.pdf?q=20200331083729
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A I

Google has called on the European Union (EU) to use current EU laws to govern 
the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI), rather than draft new ones, and cautioned 
against a one- size-fits-all regulatory framework — because of AI’s diverse appli-
cations. Google said that EU’s definition of Artificial Intelligence is too broad. The 
EU has not decided yet on how to regulate AI, but is putting most of its focus on 
“high risk” sectors, such as healthcare and transport. 

Google has also urged the EU to refrain from increasing the tech sector’s liability 
with AI applications, as too much legal exposure would stifle innovation. Google 
and other tech giants are taking the EU’s AI strategy very seriously, as Europe 
often sets a standard on how tech is regulated around the world. On a lobbying 
trip to Brussels earlier this year, Google CEO Sundar Pichai urged the Commis-
sion to take a “proportional approach” in new laws for AI.

GOOGLE ISSUES WARNING 
ON AI REGULATIONS

Such a dramatic and unprecedented expansion 
of AI strategy would limit innovation and 
disproportionately hinder European SMEs

Regulators should work closely with AI 
practitioners instead of coming up with mandatory 
requirements such as training data, which clashes 
with privacy and copyright laws, and hinders quick 
and efficient use of the technology to respond to 
crises such as the current COVID-19 pandemic

The EU’s own definition of AI is so broad that 
it effectively puts all contemporary software 
potentially in scope

Eu
ro

pe
an

 U
nio

n

A clear and widely understood definition of AI 
would be a critical foundational element for an 
effective AI regulatory framework

KE
Y 
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GU

M
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TS

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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A I

The Indian government has launched 
an online Artificial Intelligence portal 
to share developments in the Artificial 
Intelligence sector, including research 
reports, startups, companies, invest-
ments, AI-related educational institu-
tions and job openings in the sector. 
The portal will also distribute docu-
ments, case studies, research reports, 
etc., and provide learning and new 
vacancies related to AI. 

This digital solution, https://indiaai.in/ 
is jointly developed and managed by 
the Ministry of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology, and industry body 
NASSCOM. The portal brings together 
ideas and thought leadership from Indian 
government stakeholders, including 
the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, NITI Aayog, NASSCOM 
and State governments. These government arms can finally interact with private 
players, including large tech companies, venture capital funds, startups and 
educational institutions on the portal to realize the potential of AI.

Ind
ia

GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES 
NATIONAL AI PORTAL

The portal brings 
together ideas 

and thought 
leadership from 

Indian government 
stakeholders, 

including Ministry 
of Electronics 

and Information 
Technology, NITI 

Aayog, NASSCOM 
and State 

governments

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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On May 15th, 32 Members of the U.S. Congress opposed the Federal 
Communications Commission’s (FCC) approval to allow Ligado Networks to 
build a fifth-generation, or 5G, network of smart devices on the ground. These 
Members were supporting concerns by the Department of Defense that the 5G 
service would interfere with GPS navigation — affecting the accuracy of weapons 
systems and disrupting 911 First-Responder calls. In response, the FCC said the 
approval process was rigorous, and that the decision would have no impact 
on the GPS systems upon which the nation’s economic, military and social 
infrastructures rely.

While the debate will decide whether or not Ligado’s commercial technologies 
will be deployed, it will have no impact on the ability of Russian and Chinese 
militaries, or terrorist groups to build and deploy GPS jammers.

5 G DOD HIGHLIGHTS GPS  
VULNERABILITY 

GPS receivers are in countless 
weapon systems and in most 
of the critical infrastructure. 
The Internet and all the global 
communications rely on time 
communicated through the GPS 
signal.

Key Sectors: Water systems, 
railway systems, airplanes, 
air traffic control towers, 
gas pumps, ATM machines, 
banking systems and 
telecommunications.

GPS Concerns

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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C O N T A C T  T R A C I N G

A UK parliamentary committee that focuses on human rights issues has 
called for primary legislation to ensure legal protection for the users of the 
national coronavirus contact-tracing app.

The app, called NHS COVID-19, is being fast tracked for public use. It is set to 
use Bluetooth Low Energy signals to log social interactions between users to 
try to automate some contact tracing based on an algorithmic assessment of 
users’ infection risk. 

The impending release of Apple and Google software for building decentral-
ized contact-tracing apps will put more pressure on the government, which 
took the controversial decision to forge its own path and build a centralized 
app, in part because it was concerned that the Apple/Google system would 
not be ready in time.

PANEL WANTS LEGAL COVER
FOR CORONA APP USERS
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HARRIET HARMAN
Committee Chair, MP

Assurances from Ministers about privacy are not enough. The 
Government has given assurances about protection of privacy, 
so they should have no objection to those assurances being 
enshrined in law

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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C O N T A C T  T R A C I N G

The Government of India has made the Android version of its contact-tracing app 
Aarogya Setu open source. The app, designed for tracking COVID-19 cases, was 
facing several questions regarding user privacy and security. The app uses Blue-
tooth and location data to function. According to the government, the app has 
advised more than 900,000 users to quarantine themselves or get tested for the 
disease, and almost 24% of them have confirmed to have been tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Making the source code of an app available to the public allows experts and 
researchers to review and detect vulnerabilities. The more the developers analyze 
the code, the easier it becomes to spot problems with the app. The source code 
of the Android version of Aarogya Setu is already available for review, and devel-
opers and researchers can visit https://github.com/nic-delhi/AarogyaSetu_
Android.git  to participate.

CONTACT-TRACING APP 
MADE OPEN SOURCE

Ind
ia

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD
Indian Law Minister

If you come in contact with anybody who is corona positive, Aarogya Setu 
helps in tracing in a most fair and objective manner. It is completely privacy 
proof. It is completely secure. All the data is encrypted except the final data 
of the affected person which is conveyed to the district administration. 
Under no circumstances, the protocol which I have finalised, shall the data 
be retained beyond 180 days

https://github.com/nic-delhi/AarogyaSetu_Android.git
https://github.com/nic-delhi/AarogyaSetu_Android.git
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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C O N T A C T  T R A C I N G TRACKING APP ROLLED OUT 
AMID PRIVACY DEBATE

The French government has released 
its contact-tracing app StopCovid. 
France isn’t relying on Apple and 
Google’s contact-tracing API, and so, 
a group of researchers and private 
companies have worked on a sepa-
rate, centralized architecture. The 
server assigns a user a permanent ID 
(a pseudonym) and sends to his/her 
phone a list of ephemeral IDs derived 
from that permanent ID.

From the very beginning, France’s 
contact-tracing protocol, ROBERT, has 
raised some privacy concerns, and 
hundreds of French academics signed 
a letter asking for safeguards, arguing 
that it was unclear whether a contact-tracing app would be useful when it 
comes to fighting the coronavirus outbreak.

France’s data protection regulator CNIL stated that the app was complying 
with the regulatory framework, but added a long list of recommendations to 
protect the privacy of users.

From the very 
beginning, France’s 

contact-tracing 
protocol, ROBERT, 
has raised some 
privacy concerns, 

and hundreds 
of French 

vacademics signed 
a letter asking for 

safeguards

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=fr.gouv.android.stopcovid
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
http://www.miit.gov.cn/newweb/n1146295/n7281310/c7861668/content.html
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U A V s

On May 5th, the Indian Ministry of Civil Aviation and the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) launched the GARUD portal for fast-track approvals to 
COVID-19-related drone operations. In April, the DGCA had also approved opera-
tions by no-permission-no-takeoff compliant drones in several green zones.  The 
GARUD, or Government Authorisation for Relief Using Drones portal, will provide 
fast-track conditional exemptions to government agencies for COVID-19-related 
drone operations.

Since the outbreak authorities have used drones for surveillance in several 
cities including the National Capital. “The step has been taken to aid govern-
ment entities in addressing the challenges posed by COVID-19 and shall 
remain in force until further orders. Any violation of provisions of this Notice 
shall make the conditional exemption null and void and shall lead to penal 
action,” the Ministry said.

ind
ia

PORTAL TO FAST-TRACK
DRONE OPERATIONS

Surveillance is a major 
component in containing the 
spread of the coronavirus

Since the outbreak of COVID-19 
in India, authorities have 
used drones for surveillance 
in several cities including the 
National Capital

The government is using various 
other surveillance techniques 
to ensure that people are 
strictly adhering to lockdown 
restrictions.

Under Watch

1

2

3

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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Seeking to develop an ecosystem for drone operations, the Indian Ministry of 
Civil Aviation has given the green light to the establishment of “drone ports and 
drone corridors” in a draft policy on the use and manufacturing of unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs). The drone ports will be established in permitted areas only 
and not in strategically important areas and forest zones.  
 
 The draft policy also provides guide-
lines for those who wish to manufac-
ture, operate and even import UAVs 
which are classified as remotely piloted 
aircraft systems, model remotely 
piloted aircraft systems or autonomous 
unmanned aircraft systems. The draft 
rules classify UAVs under nano, micro, 
small, medium and large categories — 
according to the weight they can carry. 
The maximum load that any civilian 
drones can carry is 150 kg. 
 
A Digital Sky Platform for registration of drones is already operational under Civil 
Aviation Requirement (CAR) 1.0. Now, the ministry has issued a draft policy note 
on CAR 2.0. Another suggestion is for setting up of a Drone Directorate within the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) that would issue necessary guide-
lines for the nascent industry.

COMING SOON: DRONE 
PORTS, CORRIDORS

The drone ports 
will be established 
in permitted areas 

only and not 
in strategically 

important areas 
and forest zones

http://www.wgic.com
http://www.wgic.com
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