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EXCLUSIVELY PREPARED FOR WGIC MEMBERS  

The newsletter encapsulates changes in existing policies and      

sanction of new policies worldwide. The Policies in focus are: 

 

 

 

Geospatial Technologies  Allied Fields   

Earth Observation 

Global Navigation Satellite System, 

Geographic Information Systems 

3D scanning 

Data security   

Telecommunications 

Artificial Intelligence  

Internet of Things 
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USA– Passing of FAA Reauthorization Act and Geospatial 

The Federal Aviation Authority (FAA) 

Reauthorization Act was passed in October 

2018.  

The Congress legislated this Act introduc-

ing a variety of security and safety im-

provements intended primarily to benefit 

airline passengers, and significantly 

changing regulations of small unmanned 

aircraft  system (UAS or drone) opera-

tions.  

The Geospatial Data Act (GDA), intro-

duced in May, 2017 was passed in October, 

2018 and added to the FAA Reauthoriza-

tion Act. 

The GDA will formalize committees like, 

the Federal Geospatial Data Committee and 

National Geospatial Advisory Committee 

for certification advisory and safety over-

sight. These committees will facilitate 

broad   cooperation between industry rep-

resentatives to foster collaboration in a 

transparent manner.   

The geospatial data act will make the  fol-

lowing improvements : 

• Codify the existing executive orders 

and other guiding documents that di-

rect work by the Federal Geographic 

Data Committee towards the NSDI.  

• Provide FDGC with the authority to 

make other agencies follow existing 

common sense rules. 

• Provide Congressional oversight over 

geospatial activities of FGDC members 

and other agencies 

• Require reporting that will allow con-

gress to track progress on the NSDI and 

ensure funding is spent wisely.  

• Provide a great deal more clout to input 

developed by the multi-sector member-

ship of the National Geospatial Adviso-

ry Committee (NGAC) and require the 

FGDC to address NGAC’s concerns. 

• Require Federal agencies to coordinate 

and work in partnership with other fed-

eral agencies, agencies of the state, trib-

al and local governments, institutions 

of higher education, and the private 

sector to efficiently and cost-effectively 

collect, integrate, maintain, disseminate 

and preserve geospatial data. 

The passage of this bill introduces new op-

portunities for the public sector, private 

sector, universities, organizational stake-

holders, and provides regulations that pro-

tect the members of the public’s privacy to 

strengthen the open geospatial data plat-

form and ensure geospatial data and its 

regulations are available to support all geo-

spatial programs with a high focus on gov-

ernment programs.  

 

References: 

FAA Reauthorization Act, 2018 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-

congress/house-bill/4/text 

Geospatial Data Bill, 2017 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-

congress/senate-bill/2128/text 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/4/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/4/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2128/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2128/text
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China– China Launches Twin BeiDou-3 Satellites  

China successfully launched twin BeiDou-3 

satellites on October 15th  and another Bei-

Dou-3 satellite on November 1st to amplify 

their navigation satellite system.  

The BeiDou navigation System has been 

serving   China since 2000, and the Asia– Pa-

cific region from 2012. The BeiDou-3 aims to 

be a global service which began in 2015 and 

will be fully operational by 2020.  

The BeiDou-3 satellite navigation service is 

expected to be available only to Chinese mili-

tary and national security users for the fore-

seeable future.  While BeiDou-2 or COM-

PASS is meant for civilian users.  

In late 2004, China joined the Galileo project 

by    signing the Agreement on the Coopera-

tion in the Galileo Program between the 

"Galileo Joint           Undertaking" (GJU) and 

invested USD 200 million.  However, China 

still continued to work on the BeiDou project 

to compete in the Asian market and eventu-

ally withdrew from collaborating with the 

Galileo project by 2010.  

BeiDou has thus become the fourth GNSS in 

the world, after USA’s GPS, EU’s Galileo and 

Russia’s GLONASS. BeiDou, offers centime-

ter-level accuracy and can provide precise 

positioning services for urban construction, 

agriculture, forestry, fishery, security, fi-

nance, etc.  

The revenue of positioning services provided 

by BeiDou navigation system was 25-billion 

US-dollars in 2015.  By 2020, Chinese officials 

anticipate satellite navigation services will 

end up being close to a 50-billion US dollar 

industry.  

 

References: 

China launches a pair of BeiDou-3 satellites  

http://en.beidou.gov.cn/

WHATSNEWS/201811/t20181103_16457.html 

BeiDou Satellite Launch  in November 2018  

Source : Geospatialworld.net 

http://en.beidou.gov.cn/WHATSNEWS/201811/t20181103_16457.html
http://en.beidou.gov.cn/WHATSNEWS/201811/t20181103_16457.html
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Ethiopia– Ethiopian Geospatial Information 
Agency renamed  

The Ethiopian Mapping Agency was   re-

established as the Ethiopian Geospatial In-

formation Agency in February 2018 . The 

name of the organisation has been changed 

again as of October to Ethiopian Geospatial 

Information Institute (EGII).  

This change is in accordance with the Procla-

mation to Provide for the Definitions of the 

Powers and Duties of the Executive Organs of 

the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

(FDRE) adopted by the House of Peoples 

Representatives (Parliament) of FDRE on 16th 

October 2018.  

Prior to the proclamation, the executive organ 

was accountable to the National Planning 

Commission. EGII will now be accountable to 

the Ministry of Innovation and Technology. 
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USA– National Cyber Strategy Released  

After major cyber attacks over the last 15 years, 

USA finally released a comprehensive National 

Cyber Strategy in September 2018 replacing the 

Presidential Policy Directive-20 from the Obama 

Administration. By publishing this strategy, the 

federal government has accepted and acknowl-

edged that cyber space is a multi-front war zone 

and requires diligent regulation providing a de-

fined role for the Department of Defense.   

 

The strategy comments on using quantum tech-

nology and artificial intelligence to safeguard data 

and networks, and working with the private sec-

tor to facilitate the evolution and security of 5G, 

examine technological and spectrum-based solu-

tions, and lay the groundwork for innovation be-

yond next-generation advancements.  

 

In May, 2018 The Department of Homeland Se-

curity (DHS) had released its own Cyber Strate-

gy which  envisions a robust role for the Pentagon 

and U.S. Cyber Command in protecting elections, 

defending U.S. critical infrastructure and coordi-

nating and sharing cyber threat data with the pri-

vate sector.    

The National Cyber Strategy and the DHS Cyber 

Strategy will secure federal networks, protect in-

frastructure and combat cybercrime.  

 

References: 

 
National Cyber Strategy 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/

uploads/2018/09/National-Cyber-Strategy.pdf 

 

Department of Homeland Security, Cyber Strate-

gy 

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/

publications/DHS-Cybersecurity-Strategy_1.pdf 

 

Presidential Policy Directive– 20, Rescinded 

https://fas.org/irp/offdocs/ppd/ppd-20.pdf 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/National-Cyber-Strategy.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/National-Cyber-Strategy.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/DHS-Cybersecurity-Strategy_1.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/DHS-Cybersecurity-Strategy_1.pdf
https://fas.org/irp/offdocs/ppd/ppd-20.pdf
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Vietnam– Cybersecurity Law passed  

Vietnam passed a Cybersecurity Law (CSL) in 

October of 2018 meant to come into action 

from January 1, 2019. The CSL 2018 covers all 

networks of IT infrastructure, telecommunica-

tion, Internet, computer systems, databases, 

information processing, storage and control-

ling systems, and regulates activities of every 

enterprise providing services in cyberspace 

and Internet users.  

The decree requires companies providing a 

range of services to set up offices in Vietnam 

if they collect, analyse or process personal 

user data. Further, any user data ranging 

from financial records and biometric data to 

more private information  has to be main-

tained within Vietnam's border. 

In particular, the CSL will also apply to over-

seas organisations, which have users residing 

in Vietnam.  

E-commerce and social media companies, 

both of which are widely used in the country, 

do not have local offices or local data storage 

facilities and had pushed back on the localiza-

tion requirements but to no avail.  

References:  

Cybersecurity Law, 2018                              

https://www.allens.com.au/pubs/pdf/priv/

cupriv22jun18.pdf 

Vietnam's parliament votes to approve a cyber security law  

Source: CPJ.org 

https://www.allens.com.au/pubs/pdf/priv/cupriv22jun18.pdf
https://www.allens.com.au/pubs/pdf/priv/cupriv22jun18.pdf
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In October 2018 the British Government has 

published the finalized Code of Practice (CoP) 

for Consumer IoT Security. The CoP is entirely    

voluntary and means to boost the security of   

internet-connected devices that make up 

the internet of things (IoT) with its thirteen 

guidelines.  

 

The 13 CoP Guidelines are: 

1)No default passwords 

2)Implement a vulnerability disclosure policy  

3)Keep software updated  

4)Securely store credentials and security-

sensitive data  

5)Communicate securely  

6)Minimize exposed attack surfaces 

7)Ensure software integrity 

8)Ensure personal data is protected 

9)Make systems resilient to outages 

10)Monitor system telemetry data 

11)Make it easy for consumers to delete per-

sonal data 

12)Make installation and maintenance of de-

vices easy 

13)Validate input data 

There are expected to be more than 420 million 

internet-connected devices in use across the 

UK  in the next three years that could provide      

gateways for cyber attacks. Therefore, the UK 

is leading global efforts to improve the securi-

ty of internet-connected devices by encourag-

ing     device makers to embed security into the 

design of new technology.  

 

The CoP is aimed primarily towards device 

manufacturers, IoT service providers, and mo-

bile  application developers. The Stakeholders 

will have to instigate positive security change 

throughout the entire software supply chain 

and reassess hardware standards.  

 

References: 
Secured By Design, Code of Practice 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/

secure-by-design 

UK–  Code of Practice for Consumer IoT Security published 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/secure-by-design
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/secure-by-design

