
1  
October 2018 

Issue 2 

 

EXCLUSIVELY PREPARED FOR WGIC MEMBERS  
 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

 

 
Scope  

Policy Watch is a monthly 

newsletter, which encapsu-

lates changes in existing 

policies and passing of 

new policies/ bills/

strategies/acts worldwide. 

The Policies in Focus be-

long to two categories 

 

Geospatial Technologies -  

Earth Observation 

Global Navigation Satellite  

System, 

Geographic Information  

Systems 

3D scanning 

 

Allied Fields -  

Data security and data  

sovereignty 

Telecommunications 

Artificial Intelligence  

Internet of Things 

5G  

Cloud 

Big Data  

And user segments 

Geospatial 

Technology 

Policies  

US Department of Defence outlines roadmap for 

‘Space Force’ as the 6th branch of US Armed 

Forces 

2 

UK/EU—UK’s Role in EU Space Programs post 

‘Brexit’  
3 

UN—Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space Appli-

cations for Sustainable Development (2018 – 

2030) Adopted 

4  

Kenya– Kenya Space Agency Established 

5 

USA- Space Traffic Management Directive 

Allied  

Policies  

USA- California Legislation on Information Privacy  

6  

EU – Drone Regulatory Framework  

USA- Detroit Transportation Strategy 

7 

Global—5G Developments 



2  

 

US Department of Defence outlines roadmap for ‘Space 

Force’ as the 6th branch of US Armed Forces 

The US president, on June 18, 2018 at a meeting of the 
National Space Council, had directed the Department of 
Defence and Pentagon to immediately begin the process 
necessary to establish a Space Force as the sixth branch 
of the Armed Forces that is separate from and equal to 
other branches.  
 
The President’s National Security Strategy and the Na-
tional Strategy for Space highlight space as a strategic 
domain and that United States must maintain peace 
through strength in space. The National Strategy for 
Space outlines four pillars for a unified approach to se-
cure U.S. space leadership:  

• Transform to more resilient space architectures,  

• Strengthen deterrence and warfighting options,  

• Improve foundational capabilities, structure, and 

processes, and  

• Foster conducive domestic and international envi-
ronments for space development 

 
To actualise this vision, Department of Defence has pre-
pared and submitted a Report to Congressional Defence 
Committees on ‘Organizational and Management Struc-
ture for National Security Space Component’. Subse-
quent to this, US Deputy Defence Secretary Patrick Sha-
nahan, through a memo dated 10th September, issued a 
detailed plan for how the Pentagon will move forward to 
create a Space Force as the sixth branch of the armed 
forces by fiscal year 2020. 
 
The memo titled “Space Reorganization and Manage-
ment Tasks”, makes it clear that the space reorganiza-
tion is being led from the top down.  Defence Secretary 
Shanahan will oversee the entire effort, with Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Undersecretary of De-
fence for policy, playing significant roles.  
 
Key action points with timeline as per 10th September 
memo: 

• Establishing U.S. Space Command, a unified com-
batant command responsible for space by the end 
of calendar year 2018. 

 

• The creation of a Space Development Agency 

(SDA). For this purpose, two separate concepts 
were to be submitted by September 14 th by Un-
dersecretary of Defence for Research and Engi-
neering Michael Griffin and Air Force Secretary 
Heather Wilson for establishing the SDA. These 
proposals were to include “transition plan for 
consolidating space development efforts under 
the SDA as the equipping arm for the space war 
fighter, with an initial operating capacity in calen-
dar year 2019.” 

 

• The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs and the Under-

secretary of Defence for Personnel and Readiness 

will organize “Space Operations Forces”, produc-
ing a complete inventory of all forces and func-
tions conducting or directly supporting space op-
erations and designating space operations forces 
and a plan to manage active, reserve, National 
Guard and civilian workers. The Joint Staff must 
provide an interim progress review to the govern-
ing committee by Oct 1. 

 

• The Pentagon’s Chief Management Office will set 
up a new office for an Assistant Secretary of De-
fence for Space. The White House Liaison Office 
will begin identifying candidates. A plan by Oct. 1 
is to be presented including options for consoli-
dating civilian oversight of space and outlining 
how it could evolve into the future headquarters 
of the Space Force. 

 

• The legislative proposal for standing up a new 
service will be prepared to establish the Space 
Force as a sixth branch of the armed forces in-
cluding  the roles and mission, responsibilities, 
relationship with U.S. Space Command, and a 
“lean headquarters model to avoid growing un-
necessary bureaucracy.” An interim progress re-
port is to be presented to the governing commit-
tee by Oct. 1.  Final legislative proposal could be 
submitted to the White House Office of Manage-
ment and Budget as early as Dec. 1 

 

• A budget proposal to be readied by Oct. 15 for 
the establishment of a Space Force for inclu-
sion in the fiscal year 2020 request. The Pen-
tagon’s Director of Cost Assessment and Program 
Evaluation will develop a five-year cost estimate. 
The budget will include the cost for Space Force, 
Space Development Agency, Space Operations 
Forces, U.S. Space Command and the path for 
transferring space budgets to the Space Force. 

 
References:  
Final Report on Organizational and Management Struc-
ture for the National Security Space Components of the 
Department of Defence August 9, 2018:  
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Aug/09/2001952764/
-1/-1/1/ORGANIZATIONAL-MANAGEMENT-STRUCTURE-
DOD-NATIONAL-SECURITY-SPACE-COMPONENTS.PDF 
Mike Griffin proposal on  new space agency:  ‘disrupts’ 
traditional procurement 
https://spacenews.com/top-pentagon-official-mike-griffin
-proposes-new-space-agency-that-disrupts-traditional-
procurement/ 
Heather Wilson on The Air Force  Plan for Space Force 
http://www.airforcemag.com/Features/Pages/2018/
September%202018/The-Air-Forces-Plan-for-Space-
Force.aspx   

https://media.defense.gov/2018/Aug/09/2001952764/-1/-1/1/ORGANIZATIONAL-MANAGEMENT-STRUCTURE-DOD-NATIONAL-SECURITY-SPACE-COMPONENTS.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Aug/09/2001952764/-1/-1/1/ORGANIZATIONAL-MANAGEMENT-STRUCTURE-DOD-NATIONAL-SECURITY-SPACE-COMPONENTS.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Aug/09/2001952764/-1/-1/1/ORGANIZATIONAL-MANAGEMENT-STRUCTURE-DOD-NATIONAL-SECURITY-SPACE-COMPONENTS.PDF
https://spacenews.com/top-pentagon-official-mike-griffin-proposes-new-space-agency-that-disrupts-traditional-procurement/
https://spacenews.com/top-pentagon-official-mike-griffin-proposes-new-space-agency-that-disrupts-traditional-procurement/
https://spacenews.com/top-pentagon-official-mike-griffin-proposes-new-space-agency-that-disrupts-traditional-procurement/
http://www.airforcemag.com/Features/Pages/2018/September%202018/The-Air-Forces-Plan-for-Space-Force.aspx
http://www.airforcemag.com/Features/Pages/2018/September%202018/The-Air-Forces-Plan-for-Space-Force.aspx
http://www.airforcemag.com/Features/Pages/2018/September%202018/The-Air-Forces-Plan-for-Space-Force.aspx
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UK/EU—UK’s Role in EU Space Programs post Brexit  

The European Association of Remote Sensing 
Companies (EARSC) has issued a statement on 
UK’s role and relationship in EU space programs, 
especially in Copernicus, post Brexit . 
 
“EARSC would welcome the continued participa-
tion of the UK in the Copernicus programme fol-
lowing the withdrawal of the UK from the Europe-
an Union, with the UK continuing to make a finan-
cial contribution to the programme and with UK 
industry continuing to be able to participate fully 
in EU-funded Copernicus projects and contracts. 
We would strongly encourage the UK Government 
and European Commission representatives to 
negotiate and reach agreement on such an ar-
rangement as a high priority. Urgent clarification 
on the intended future arrangement would help 
to avoid disruption to current business arrange-
ments.” 
 
EARSC mentioned that Norway and Iceland were 
two other non-EU member countries having ar-
rangements of participation in Copernicus pro-
gramme. The key arguments in support of this are 
as follows: 
 

• Firstly, the UK government has invested sig-

nificantly in Copernicus since the start of the 
programme, both via European Space Agency 
and European Commission programmes. This 
investment has benefited the programme 
substantially and has in part enabled its 
achievements to date. The Copernicus pro-
gramme will benefit if this were to continue, 
as it will be able to exploit a larger financial 
envelope with the UK as a contributor.  

 

• Secondly, the UK EO industry has contributed 
strongly with technical skills and capability 
since the start of the programme, making a 
significant contribution to its overall success. 
Copernicus would be able to achieve more 
with continued UK participation than without 
it. 

 

• Thirdly, there are many successful pan-
European partnerships and collaborations 
between EU and UK organisations in both the 
upstream and downstream elements of the 
Copernicus programme. Customers in the UK 
and the EU could lose access to specialist 
suppliers for both UK companies in the EU 
and EU companies in the UK. Partnerships 
developed in the business, in research and in 
scientific exploitation would suffer significant 

disruption and setbacks if the UK is no longer 
able to participate. UK research expertise in 
climate change has been extremely valuable 
to Copernicus. 

 
Some of the impacts on UK interests if  UK and 
EU are not able to settle the partnership issues:  
 
Copernicus: 

• UK will not have any say in how the project is 
run 

• While the information from Copernicus is free 
and open, UK users could still lose high-
bandwidth access to the standard data from 
the satellites and from the contributing mis-
sions, which provide complementary data to 
the data beamed back to the Earth from the 
Copernicus Sentinels 

• Even with the UK still being part of ESA, UK-
based businesses, academics and researchers 
will be blocked from bidding for any new 
Copernicus work. Contracts with delivery 
dates that run past the March deadline will 
also be at risk 

 
Galileo: 

• The UK would lose access to the encrypted 
Public Regulated Service (PRS), which will 
upset the military 

• UK businesses, academics and researchers 
will be unable to bid on any future Galileo 
contracts and could well find it difficult com-
pleting contracts that go beyond the March 
2019 Brexit date 

• While Consumers would still be able to make 

use of the Galileo and European Geostation-
ary Navigation Overlay, however; any UK 
businesses or organisations hosting ground 
infrastructure for the system may find it im-
possible to continue doing so 

 
References: 
EARSC statement:  
http://earsc.org/file_download/508/
EARSC+Statement+on+Brexit+Sep2018+final.pd
f 

UK government White paper on future relation-
ship between UK and EU:   
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/725288/
The_future_relationship_between_the_United_Kin
gdom_and_the_European_Union.pdf 

  

http://earsc.org/file_download/508/EARSC+Statement+on+Brexit+Sep2018+final.pdf
http://earsc.org/file_download/508/EARSC+Statement+on+Brexit+Sep2018+final.pdf
http://earsc.org/file_download/508/EARSC+Statement+on+Brexit+Sep2018+final.pdf
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UN—Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications for Sustainable 
Development (2018 – 2030) Adopted 
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The Third Ministerial Conference on Space Applica-
tions for Sustainable Development in Asia and the 
Pacific took place on Oct 10 in Bangkok, Thailand, 
preceded by the Ad Hoc ICC Plus session for finalising 
the draft Plan of Action and Ministerial Declaration. 
The Events were hosted by UN– Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific. The agenda was 
to adopt and begin the implementation of the Asia-
Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications for Sus-
tainable Development (2018–2030).  
 
The importance of geospatial technology in the Plan 
of Action was evident from its repeated mention dur-
ing the meeting, including keynote speeches. Geo-
spatial technology was recognized as a distinct tech-
nology from space technology, having direct applica-
tions for implementation of 14 of the Sustainable 
Developmental Goals, the Sendai Framework, and 37 
targets, including: 
 

• Disaster Risk Reduction 

• Management of Natural Resources  

• Connectivity  

• Social Development  

• Energy  

• Climate Change  

WGIC was the only organisation invited as an observer 
for the Ad Hoc ICC Plus session for finalising the draft 
Plan of Action and Declaration. Despite the focus on 
government implementation, private sector participa-
tion became an essential discussion especially for 

smaller nations like Kyrgyzstan and Timor–Liste, how-
ever, larger nations like China, Russia and India also 
mentioned the importance of involving a private play-
ers to increase international cooperation.  
 
The Plan of Action seeks to strengthen the engage-
ment of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospa-
tial Information Management (GGIM) with the work of 
other relevant United Nations bodies, such as the 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
Operational Satellite Applications Programme, the 
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, the 
United Nations Platform for Space-based Information 
for Disaster Management and Emergency Response 
and the entities of the United Nations system repre-
sented in the United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting on 
Outer Space Activities. 
 
By Adopting this Plan of Action, the Asia Pacific has 
become the first region to have a plan so widely im-
plemented. If successful, the advantages of space 
application in Asia Pacific for Sustainable Develop-
ment will improve the lives of 60% of the worlds 
population.  
 
References : 
Final versions will be available from October 20th  
Draft Report  
https : //www.unescap.org/si tes/default /f i les/
MCSASD2018_L2E_0.pdf 
Draft Ministerial Declaration  
https : //www.unescap.org/si tes/default /f i les/
MCSASD2018_L2A1E.pdf 
Draft Plan of Action  
https: //www.unescap.org/si tes/default /f i les/
MCSASD2018_L2A2E_0.pdf 

 Image: Keynote speech by H.E. Air Chief Marshal, Prajin Juntong, 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice & Chair of the Na-

tional Committee on Space Policy, Thailand  

Image : WGIC at Exhibition during The Third Ministerial 

Conference on Space Applications for Sustainable Devel-

opment in Asia and the Pacific  

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/MCSASD2018_L2E_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/MCSASD2018_L2E_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/MCSASD2018_L2A1E.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/MCSASD2018_L2A1E.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/MCSASD2018_L2A2E_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/MCSASD2018_L2A2E_0.pdf
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Kenya– Kenya Space Agency Board Established 

USA– National Space Traffic Management Policy  

As of September 2018, Kenya has announced the  
inauguration of the Kenya Space Agency Board 
(KSAB) to be headed by the Kenya Defense 
Forces’ Major General (Rtd) James Aruasa.  

Last year, the Kenya Space Agency (KENSA) was 
established through a Presidential Order signed 
by the President of the Republic of Kenya, Uhuru 
Kenyatta on 24th February 2017, with the objec-
tive to enhance coordination of her Space-related 
activities by establishing linkages amongst stake-
holders, develop critical infrastructure, promote 
national and international cooperation and pro-
mote research and development in Space science 
and technology. 

KENSA is to play a pivotal role in charting Africa’s 
Space dream, espoused through the African 
Space Policy and Strategy adopted by the African 
Union Assembly of Heads of State and Govern-

ment during their Twenty-Sixth Ordinary Session 
held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 31st January 
2016. 

In May 2018, Kenya’s space mission witnessed a 
new milestone when researchers from University 
of     Nairobi in collaboration with experts from 
the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (Jaxa) 
launched the first cube satellite 1KUNS-PF from 
the Japanese  module of the International Space 
Station, making Kenya the first sub-Saharan Afri-
can nation to deploy a nano-satellite into space.  

References:  
https://africanews.space/kenya-announces-the-
inauguration-of-kenya-space-agency-board/ 

https://qz.com/africa/1275698/kenya-to-launch-
first-satellite-into-space/ 

The White House through its Space Policy Directive- 3 has issued the National Space Traffic Management 
Policy to enhance safety and ensure continued leadership and preeminence of the United States in space 
sector, as well as to promote freedom of action in space. Through this policy, the White House has out-
lined the following roles and responsibilities for the executive departments and agencies: 

• Advance space situational awareness (SSA) and space traffic management (STM) innovation in science 
and technology (S&T)  

• Mitigate the Effect of Orbital Debris on Space Activities 

• Encourage and Facilitate U.S. Commercial Leadership in S&T, SSA, and STM 

• Provide U.S. Government-Derived Basic SSA Data and Basic STM Services to the Public 

• Improve SSA Data Interoperability and Enable Greater SSA Data Sharing 

• Develop Space Traffic Standards and Best Practices 

• Prevent Unintentional Radio Frequency Interference 

• Improve the U.S. Domestic Space Object Registry 

• Russia and China are also said to venture into this area, but no documents are made publicly availa-
ble as of now.  

References:  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/space-policy-directive-3-national-space-traffic-
management-policy/ 

https://africanews.space/kenya-announces-the-inauguration-of-kenya-space-agency-board/
https://africanews.space/kenya-announces-the-inauguration-of-kenya-space-agency-board/
https://qz.com/africa/1275698/kenya-to-launch-first-satellite-into-space/
https://qz.com/africa/1275698/kenya-to-launch-first-satellite-into-space/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/space-policy-directive-3-national-space-traffic-management-policy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/space-policy-directive-3-national-space-traffic-management-policy/
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USA- California Legislation on Information Privacy  

California has, as of September 2018, become the first state in the USA to form and pass a legislation on 
Information Policy  (Information Privacy: Connected Devices) to be implemented by 1 January 2020. This 
legislation is complementary to the California Consumer Privacy Act, and appoints responsibility on the 
manufacturer of connected devices to equip them with security features, that are:  

• appropriate to the nature and function of the device,  

• appropriate to the information it may collect, contain, or transmit, and  

• designed to protect the device and any information contained therein from unauthorized access, de-

struction, use, modification, or disclosure, as specified. 

Federal bills that cover aspects of data protection and IoT better and in greater detail, not yet passed, in-
clude; 

• State of Modern Application, Research, and Trends of IoT Act or SMART IoT Act 

• Developing Innovation and Growing the Internet of Things Act or DIGIT Act 

• Internet of Things (IoT) Cybersecurity Improvement Act of 2017 

• Securing the Internet of Things Act of 2017 or Securing IoT Act, 2017 

• Cyber Shield Act of 2017 

• Internet of Things Consumer Tips to Improve Personal Security Act of 2017 or IoT Consumer TIPS Act 

2017 

References: 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB327 

  

EU – Drone Regulatory Framework  

The European Commission has devised a 
regulatory framework for Unmanned     
Aircrafts (or drones), which supersedes 
the German framework for Drones.  

The EU framework divides drones into 
three categories; Open, Specific, and         
Certified. Over the previously used Ger-
man framework, it has introduced new 
labelling and operating requirements.  

The German framework for Drones, how-
ever, may still be implemented as the 
new EU regulatory framework, as of June 
2018, still lacks in safety regulations. 

References: 

https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/civil-
drones-rpas 

Image Source: Consilium  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6032/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/88/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22DIGIT+Act%22%5D%7D&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1691/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S.1691%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1324/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR1324%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2020/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Cyber+Shield+Act%22%5D%7D&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2234?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S.2234%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2234?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S.2234%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB327
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/civil-drones-rpas
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/civil-drones-rpas
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/drones/


7  

  

Detroit’s Strategic Plan for Transportation 
(2018-2022), aims to improve mobility 
and transportation infrastructure in the 
city. Some of the major initiatives includ-
ed in this Strategy are: 

• To add more smart technologies, such 
as the autonomous vehicles 

• Ease traffic congestion 

• Use of smart traffic signals to improve 

traffic flow  

• Give pedestrians more crossing time, 
etc. 

The strategic plan takes a multi-pronged, 
multi-partner approach to boosting mo-
bility. Detroit is to partner with private 
sector organizations to bring in their ex-
pertise and technology to help expand on 
the capabilities of the Detroit Transporta-
tion Strategy.  

Global—5G Development Highlights 

 

India: National Digital Communication Policy, 2018 - 

• Reassessment of satellite communications regulations and optimizing the same.  

• Creation of a roadmap for the use of emerging technologies such as 5G, Artificial Intelligence, Robotics, 

Internet of Things, Cloud Computing and M2M communication. 

USA Pennsylvania: Small Wireless Facilities Deployment Bill - 

• 21st state to have such legislation for 5G technologies and small cell sites. Submitted and pending.  

United Kingdom: Future Telecoms Infrastructure Review - 

• 15 million premises to be connected to full fiber by 2025 

• Nationwide fiber coverage by 2033 

• 5G deployment to the majority of the country by 2027                                                                                                                

 

References:  

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2017&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2564     

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-telecoms-infrastructure-review  

http://www.dot.gov.in/sites/default/files/DNDCP2018.pdf 

              

References: http://www.detroitmi.gov/Portals/0/docs/deptoftransportation/DetroitStrategicPlanForTransportation.pdf 

Source: Detroit Transportation Strategy  

USA- Detroit Transportation Strategy 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2017&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2564
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-telecoms-infrastructure-review
http://www.dot.gov.in/sites/default/files/DNDCP2018.pdf
http://www.detroitmi.gov/Portals/0/docs/deptoftransportation/DetroitStrategicPlanForTransportation.pdf

